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Pergamon has been known as one of the major centers of
ceramic production since Hellenistic times. It falls first to the
Roman Empire after the defeat of Pontus, and after the defeat
of Mithridates VI Eupator. It was one of the important centers
that supplied troops of imported pottery, such as red-
lacquered pottery and powder, to soldiers stationed in the
eastern part of the Roman Empire, in the northern regions of
Asia Minor, and in Roman fortress cities in the Caucasus.
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oCBiTH,

V crarti gocrimkeno [lepramon, mo 0yB BigoMull sIK OUH 3
rOJIOBHUX I€HTPiB BUPOOHUILITBA KepaMiKM 1Ie 3 4JaciB
e/LUTIHICTUKU. BCTaHOBJIEHO, 10 Y Iepiof 28-133 pp. 10 H.e.
[TepraMoH OYB CTOJUIIEI0 JMHACTII ATaTimiB, a 3 130 p. 10 H.€.
[TepraMcbKe IIApCTBO  OyJ0  IIPOTOJIOMIEHO  PUMCHKOIO
nposiHiiero B Mamiii Asii i crajzo crpaTeriyHoro oIopoio
PUMCBHKOT0 TaHyBaHHSA Ha CXOJi.

BificyTHiCTh THCEMHUX JyKepea CIOHYKae AOCTTHUKIB [0
IIPOBEIEHHsI  apXeoJIOTiYHMX  PO3KOIIOK HAa  TepUuTopil
MiBIeHHO-3axinqHo1 I'py3il. BuBueHHS apTe(paKTiB IMepeKoHye
B JyMIIi PO HATArOJyKEHHS iHTEHCUBHUX TOPTOBEIbHIX
3B’SI3KIB MICBKIX IeHTPiB Mastol Asii 3 Ilepramom, sKuii OyB
KJIOYOBUM IIEHTPOM 3 BHUPOOHUIITBA YEPBOHO JAKOBOI
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(cromoBoi)  Kepamiku.  BceranoBieHo, 1m0  3HaiimeHi
apxeoJoraMu apre@akTi JaTyIOThCSA IMi3HbOELTiHICTHIHIM
epioIoM, 10 MPUIIAJAEe Ha APYry nojoBuHy II ¢T. 10 H.e. —
[cT. m.e. 3oBHimHIN Buragg 1iel Kepamiku, 11 crad Ta
KLIBKICTh  CBiTUMTH IIpO MarTepiajibHe CcTaHoOBUINE il
BJIACHUKIB, PiBEHb TOProBO-eKOHOMIUHUX 3B’A3KiB Pumy 3
MPOBIHITIAMI Ta TOTOYACHY MOJITHYHY CUTYAIIII0 B PEriOHi.
JloBemeHo, 10 3 yacoM IlepraM mepeTBOpPUBCH Ha BaKJINBUIT
E€KOHOMIUHUI 1 KyJIbTypHMI 1eHTp Mamoi Asii, ocepeiok
BEJIMKOr0 KEPaMiuyHOro BHPOOHUIITBA, € BUTOTOB/ILIN
MepeBA;KHO YEPBOHY JIAKOBaHY KepaMiKy. 3’scoBaHo, 1o I-
II cT. H.e. [lepram nepeTBOPUBCA HAa BAKIMBUI €KOHOMIYHIIA
Ta KyJbTypHuUil mentp Maurol A3il, poBigHIM I'PEKO-CXiJHIM
IIEHTPOM 3 BUPOOHHIITBA YEPBOHOTO JIaKy. Tako;K BiH cTaB
BAK/IMBUM IEHTPOM, SKHII II0CTA4YaB COJIJATIB Yy cxigmi
yacTUHU PUMChbKOT iMnepil, y miBHiuni paiionn Majiol Asii Ta B
puUMCBbKI Micrax-¢opreui Ha Kapkasi. BcraHobieHo, 1o
HACTYIHUH 1epiof, mio npunas Ha II-11I ¢T. mpejcraBienuil y
IIUPOKOMY JTiarasoHi KyJIbTYPHUX apXeoJoriyHuxX mapis. 1le
OyB mepion, KoM Ilepram gocArae eKOHOMIYHOTO PO3KBITY.
Bimomo, mo B I-IIl cT. H.e. IliBoenno-3axigHa I'pysis Oyiaa
IePEBAKHO cPePoIo BILIMBY B Matiil A3il SIK y IO THYHOMY,
TaK i B TOProBe/IbHO-eKOHOMIYHIX BiTHOCHHAX.

[Tepramon, Aricapoc, Ilonro, KoJxeris, iMmmopT

URL:
https://konsensus.net.ua/index.php/konsensus/article/view/16

Black Sea (Gonio-Apsaros).
Kowncencyc, 2, 46-50.

Pergamon (same as Pergamos. Greek: ITépyatog or ITépyaov) is an ancient city on the
coast of Asia Minor. In the Hellenistic era, BC. From 283 to 133, Pergamon was the capital of
the Atalid dynasty. Achieved political and economic prosperity during the reigns of
Eumenes I (263-241 BC) and Eumenes IT (197-159 BC). In 133 BC, Attalus III bequeathed his
kingdom to Rome before his death. In the same year an uprising broke out under the
command of Aristonicus. The Romans suppressed the revolt (130 BC) and proclaimed the
kingdom of Pergamon as a province of the Roman state of Asia.This new rich and cultural
province was of great importance to Rome. The Romans took advantage of the complicated
political situation in the Hellenistic East and used the kingdom of Pergamon to dominate
Asia. Tt became a strategic pillar of Roman domination in the East. Pergamon received the
status of “Civitas Libera et Fuederata”. It achieves a certain economic prosperity that lasted
until the start of the military activities of Mithridates VI Eupator. The Mithridatic Wars
caused great damage to Asia Minor and specifically to Pergamon.

Archaeological excavations in the territory of southwestern Georgia have
accumulated a considerable amount of material, the origin of which is related to one of the
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oldest and most important workshops and trade centers in Asia Minor, Pergamon. We do
not have any written sources about contacts. The main source is the extracted artefacts.

III-1I centuries BC Intense trade relations are observed from the urban centers of
Asia Minor with Pergamon, which was the main center for the production of red lacquer
(tableware) ceramics. Fragments of red-lacquered pottery found at the Tsikhisdziri
cemetery (Tsdz 83/26; Tsdz.84/10) found in the Tsikhisdziri cemetery (Tsdz 83/26;
Tsdz. 84/10) prove his relationship with him' . Similar finds from the northern Black Sea
coast are considered to be Asia Minor artefacts and date back to the II century BC.

Interesting specimens of imported red lacquered pottery were found near the
Makhvilauri hill. It should be noted that similarly shaped materials are widely mined in
Pergamon BC. In the cultural strata of the first century?.

According to the parallel material (Vani, Sokhumi, Olbia, Mirmekion, Tiritak...) they
date to the Late Hellenistic period (second half of the 2" century BC - 1% century)’.

Most of Makhvilauri red lacquered ceramics show traces of repair. Imported red
lacquered pottery was one of the most expensive items and was not available to everyone. It
was the property of the affluent strata.

Repair of pottery took place if its manufacture was not followed on site and it was
imported from far workshops, or its importation was associated with certain difficulties.
This is the period when the war between Rome and Mithridates VI Eupator was, due to
which the trade-economic relations between the Eastern Black Sea coast and the then
famous production centers were temporarily weakened.

The small number of red-stained pottery of the Late Hellenistic period in the region,
in our opinion, must have been caused by (except for technical reasons - we mean an
incomplete study of the monument) the political situation at that time. As already
mentioned, due to the ongoing war between Rome and Mithridates VI Eupator, trade and
economic relations between the Eastern Black Sea coast and the then famous trade centers
were temporarily weakened.

The Eastern expansion of Rome from the beginning of the ond century BC, which
dates back to BC. With the collapse of the kingdom of Pontus in the 1960s, the political map
of the world changed in favour of the Roman Empire. One of the results of the active
Eastern expansion of Emperor Neron (54-68) was that in 63 AD, the Polemon state was
abolished and Pontus, under Colchis, came under Roman rule.

Another revival of international relations in the region in I-III centuries AD. It is
related to the Roman Era. As the political situation changed, new realities emerged in

'Vashakidze N., Kakhidze A. Archaeological excavations on the territory of Pichvnari Hellenistic
cemetery in 1976. VIIL. Thilisi, 1979. P. 51-57; Kakhidze A. Ancient cities of the Georgian seaside. Th.,
1971. P. 108.

*Meyer Schlichtman G, The Pergamenishe Sigillata from the City Excavation of Pergamon,
Berlin/New York, 1988. P. 35. Tab. 17.

3 Ebralidze T. Seaside of South-Western Georgia in the Late Neolithic and Roman Period. Gonio-
Apsaros VI, Batumi, 2005. P. 15.
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domestic and foreign trade. It is true that domestic and foreign trade has been on the rise
since the 1st century AD, but it has a completely different character compared to Hellenism.

Imported pottery occupies a leading place among the pottery excavated in recent
years in the Apsaros area. Products made in the famous ceramic workshops of the Eastern
or Western Mediterranean are distinguished.

In the 1* and especially in the ond century AD Pergamon reached economic
prosperity. In 123, Pergamon received the status of metropolis from Hadrian. II-III
centuries. It was an important economic and cultural center in Asia Minor. The center of
large ceramic production, where mainly red lacquered pottery (terra Sigillata) was made.
Pergamon is considered to be the leading Greek-Eastern center for the production of red
lacquer in special scientific literature (the pergamous group of red lacquer became famous
thanks to the discoveries and works of Z. Lioshke).

After coming under the influence of the Roman Empire, Pergamon’s economy, social
structure, and state organization took a definite direction, primarily related to the public
interests of the Roman Empire. It became an important center, supplying soldiers stationed
in the eastern part of the Roman Empire, in the northern regions of Asia Minor, and in
Roman fortress cities in the Caucasus.

Gonio-Apsaros is dominated by an imported, red lacquered ceramic parchment
group. The earliest specimens are from AD. I is dated to the second, third quarter. These
are few in number (the supply of newly established forts from nearby centers is not yet
properly regulated, nor should the number of soldiers be large) but it is interesting in that
they belong to the early period of castle-town life. The following period, especially the 11—
III centuries. It is presented in a wide range of cultural layers. This is the period when
Pergamon reaches economic prosperity.

The earliest specimens of red lacquered pottery of Apsaros origin date to AD. I dates
to the second and third quarters. These are few in number, but interesting in that they
belong to the early period of Afrasos’s life.

Parchment import it gradually increased from the second half of the I century, and
from the II-III centuries AD. It is presented in an even wider range in the cultural strata.
These include cups, bowls, jugs, powders, and more. This is the period when Pergamon
reaches economic prosperity. And by the end of the third century AD, it like many other
centers of the Roman world, was weakening and falling.

It is known that I-III centuries AD South-Western Georgia was mainly a sphere of
influence in Asia Minor, both politically and in terms of trade and economic relations. This
is understandable, since it was more convenient for Rome to supply the garrison of Apsaros
from the territorially closer production centers. Imports found at Apsaros if the locally
made goods were intended for Roman soldiers. They were their daily utensils. Their
specific gravity should have depended on the total number of soldiers or cavalry*.

It should also be noted that specimens of red-lacquered pottery found in Apsaros

+Todua T. Roman World and Colchis. Thilisi, 2003. P. 52-74.
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show a particularly close proximity to the materials of the northern Black Sea coast. These
two regions of the Black Sea appear to have been supplied from the manufacturing centers
of Asia Minor (Pergamon). There is also talk of imported powder.

From the end of the III century AD, especially from the IV century begins the
weakening of the Roman Empire. They are leaving the region. Imports cool down and then
disappear altogether. This is the reason why the IV-V centuries AD. Cases of repair-
shrinkage of imported ceramics in cultural strata’®.

There is not a single case of this type of imported pottery in Gonio-Apsaros. This
once again confirms the fact that, unlike Pitiunti, IV-V cc., under agrarian conditions,
continued urban life®.

In Apsaros, life from the IV century to the 20-30 years of the VI century has ceased.

Thus, Pergamon has been known as one of the major centers of ceramic production
since Hellenistic times. It falls first to the Roman Empire after the defeat of Pontus, and
after the defeat of Mithridates VI Eupator.It was one of the most important centers in the
eastern part of the Roman Empire, in the northern regions of Asia Minor and in the Roman
fortress cities of the Transcaucasia, supplying imported pottery such as red-lacquered
pottery and powder.
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