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SPEAKING CLUB AS A TOOL OF FOREIGN LANGUAGE COMMUNICATIVE
COMPETENCE FORMATION AND MEDIA EDUCATION INTEGRATION

The article considers the issue of foreign language communicative competence,
methods and strategies of its formation in the context of extracurricular activities and
media education integration. The authors single out the discussion clubs as a type of
extracurricular work. The article highlights various types of discussion: “The Gallery”, “For
or against strategy”, “Whirligig”, “The Socrates’ Method”: “Aquarium”, “Hot Chair”,
“Speed English”, “Quadro”. It is pointed out that teachers of Foreign Philology Department
use the opportunities and resources of the English-speaking club to integrate media
education in the process of foreign language competence formation. English speaking club
sessions with media education elements are provided as examples.
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Introduction. Within the context of the modern media and tech-savvy
world, English is a tool for international communication, a means to meet the
challenges of the 21% century in the professional, business or academic
environments. The main purpose of teaching a foreign language is formation
of a communicative competence. The concept of the competence approach
was researched in the works of 1.O. Zymnia, V.A. Bolotov, O.V. Savchenko,
J. Raven, O.l. Pometun and others. According to CEFR (Common European
Framework of Reference for Languages: Learning, Teaching, Assessment,
2001, p. 13-14; p. 108-130) foreign language communicative competence
contains three components: linguistic one includes a set of knowledge of
vocabulary, grammar, semantics, phonetics, syntax, spelling and orthoepy, as
well as cognitive structuring of this knowledge, methods of storage and
access to them); socio-cultural one is connected to knowledge, skills and
abilities related to the socio-cultural field of language use (dialects, accents,
rules of etiquette, linguistic markers of social relations, use of different styles,
etc.) and pragmatic one (discursive, functional, planning components).

Nowadays it is not enough just to use traditional methods of teaching a
foreign language, based on practice and our experience, that is why teachers
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constantly have to return to the study of this problem to find the most effect-
tive methods and techniques which will produce necessary outcomes. In addi-
tion, in our opinion the use of media education technologies in foreign lan-
guage teaching promotes development of skills of search, analysis, synthesis,
evaluation, creation, discussion, expression, argumentation of one’s own po-
sition. Higher education institutions develop and implement measures aimed
at improving the system of learning a foreign language and increasing the le-
vel of foreign language proficiency of specialists in various fields organizing
and conducting additional foreign language courses, foreign language weeks,
competitions, Olympiads, discussion or speaking clubs. Therefore, it is neces-
sary to emphasize that extracurricular work plays a significant role as well.

Analysis of relevant research. A lot of research has been devoted to
the problem of foreign language communicative competence formation.
I.V. Kukhta (Kyxta, 2008), V.M. Chorna (YopHa, 2021), S.I.Shandruk,
J. V. Arkushina (Wanapyk, 2021), I. Mishchuk, V. Yushak (Mishchuk, 2021),
E. Nikitina, S. Zyryanova, S. Morozova (Nikitina et al; 2021), S. Whyte (Whyte,
2019) considered aspects of the formation of foreign language
communicative competence of students of philology, as well as future
professionals in non-language faculties, in the context of the communicative
culture formation and teaching of Language for Specific Purposes.

L.V. Onuchak (Ony4yak, 2002) studied the peculiarities of organizing
independent extracurricular work of students of economic specialties,
M. Zakhir (Zakhir, 2019) studied a self-centered approach in extracurricular
work in foreign language teaching. T.Y Poliakova (Monakosa, 2021) highlights
the current situation and prospects for the development of extracurricular
work in a foreign language in non-linguistic universities.

T. Jolls (Jolls, 2008), H.Onkovych (OHKkoBuuy, 2020). N. Lashuk
(Mawyk, 2019) considered the issues of media education, media didactics
and the use of media for educational purposes in the educational process
of higher educational establishments.

However, despite the availability of a number of scientific works and
achievements in the field, the issue of formation of a foreign language
communicative competence, involvement of extracurricular activities in
this process with elements of media education determine the relevance
and significance of our study.

The Aim of the Study is to highlight effective methods of forming
foreign language communicative competence using extracurricular work,
including a discussion club, review strategies for a discussion performance
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and provide examples of integration of media education elements into the
work of a speaking club.

Research Methods. We have used the methods of analysis,
generalization and systematization of scientific and methodological
literature on the formation of foreign language communicative
competence and the use of extracurricular forms, synthesis, description of
variations of discussions, pedagogical observation and generalization of
our own experience in organizing and conducting of English speaking clubs
with media education integration.

Results. The scientific and methodological literature has developed a
set of techniques, methods, strategies and approaches for the formation of
foreign language communicative competence. Problem-based learning
technologies aim at identifying or formulating a problem/problematic
question, studying this problem and solving it. In the process of investigating
the problem there is not only the development of lexical and grammatical
speaking skills and abilities, but also the development of a number of
communicative skills: the ability to communicate with each other; ability to
start, maintain a conversation/dialogue; ability to agree/disagree with the
opinion of the opponent/interlocuter; ability to ask questions for clarifying
and checking; ability to find and sound answers to questions; ability to
choose situational language, appropriate functional and grammar structures;
state, argue and substantiate one’s point of view; ability to listen
purposefully to the opponent; anticipate a possible conflict and find ways to
resolve it; change the tactics and strategy of one’s behavior; exploit commu-
nication strategies (it is advisable to use speech and etiquette expressions;
know how to address and greet speakers; be able to express gratitude,
request, consent, disagreement, objection, etc.) (birny Ta iH., 2013, c. 334).

In addition to the problem method, it is extremely important to
implement the method of cooperative learning. This method involves
organizing work in pairs, triplets, groups and subgroups, resulting in the
formation of general competencies provided by most educational
programs, including teamwork and interpersonal skills.

As a result of the implementation of the project method is
organization of an active process of students’ learning and interaction. As
part of this process, they perform tasks to achieve certain goals over a
definite period of time. During the project implementation, students plan
the time, pace and sequence of actions on their own. The examples of
creative projects include making a presentation, recording a podcast on a
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professionally-oriented topic in a foreign language, video, posting an
article on social media, etc.

Role-playing method includes two components: the concept of “a
game” — as a communicative interaction of several people limited by
certain parameters, and the concept of “role-playing” involves the
addition of imaginary fictional traits or personality traits of the participant.

Methods of critical thinking in teaching a foreign language
contributes to the development of cognitive, analytical and perceptual
skills in order to define a problem and its significance, to evaluate and
search for alternative solutions, express one’s point of view. The task is
more complicated if the student has to develop his own criteria for
ranking information. For example, a student has to choose abilities and
competences from a list of skills that in one’s opinion the student will
need in the future job and put them in order of significance. Every choice
need explaining, justifying and discussing.

To develop foreign language communicative competence, R.L. Oxford
(Oxford, 2003) recommends the use of cognitive strategies (interaction with
language material through analysis, synthesis, generalization, highlighting,
outlining, etc.), metacognitive strategies (taking into account learning styles,
planning goals and objectives for a foreign language learning, analysis of
mistakes and success), mnemonic strategies (acronym method, rhyming,
image association, TPR method, keyword method, etc.); compensatory
strategies (guessing the context, using gestures, pausing words, using
synonyms or defining an unknown word), affective strategies (identifying
one’s mood, level of anxiety, discussing one's feelings, positive thinking and
attitudes); social strategies (ask questions if you have not heard or
understood the information or a task, ask for help to do exercises or
communication tasks, studying of cultural and social norms).

The great role of extracurricular activities in the formation of
communicative competence cannot be denied. T.Y.Poliakova defines
extracurricular work as a joint initiative and creative activity of teachers and
university students, emphasizing that it is performed on a voluntary basis,
not related to the curriculum of the discipline “Foreign Language”, but aimed
at increasing students' motivation to study foreign languages, creating
conditions for the development of general and professional competencies,
fostering professionally important qualities (Monakosa, 2021. c.118). It is
necessary to admit that extracurricular activities are based on the principles
of humanization, cooperation, voluntariness, expediency and motivation.
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Currently, a popular and effective means of creating conditions for
communication and foreign language immersion, improvement of a
command of English and organization of extracurricular activities are the so-
called discussion or speaking clubs. Our goal is to dwell upon our own
experience of conducting of an English speaking club (ESC) on the base of
Chernihiv Polytechnic National University by the department of Foreign
Philology. The purpose of the club is to improve speaking skills through direct
live communication. ESC is a communicative platform where conditions are
created for communication on topical issues for students who are interested
in conversational practice in their free time. The need to create an optional
discussion club arose as a result of the difficulties of organizing educational
activities with the help of communicative methods in mixed-abilities groups
with quite a large number of students. Communication in the club is always
in a foreign language which helps to improve pronunciation, enrich
vocabulary, develop listening and speaking skills. Teachers of the department
of Foreign Philology use various forms of activities, such as: role-playing
games, trainings, film watching, presentations and performances. If possible,
native speakers are invited to discuss cultural differences and conventions.
The topics of English speaking club meetings are varied from healthy eating
to environmental protection. Teachers pay attention to current issues and
issues of interest to students, in particular, they try to discuss the advantages
and disadvantages of online learning, learning opportunities in foreign higher
education institutions, features of communication on social networks and
Internet addictions. Much attention is paid to celebrating holidays, traditions
of English-speaking countries. When discussing and solving problems,
teachers use video, audio materials, which on the one hand, are a source of
motivation, the beginning of the discussion, as well as a source of creating a
special atmosphere and more dynamic environment. Teachers use different
active methods and the discussion is the predominant one. It is essential to
highlight different strategies for discussion organization and management in
order to diversify the educational process, make it more effective, exploit
speaking activities, make discussion more appealing to students.

“The Gallery” strategy (as the title implies) involves posters pinned on
walls or tables (so-called “stations” or “stops”) with tasks on them. Students
in small groups perform the tasks presented on the posters, thus discussing a
particular issue or topic, and move to another station. The teacher can
develop other options for this technique, for example, to suggest that
students make posters themselves with their subsequent presentation.
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“For or against strategy”. Students are given a statement with which
they must agree or disagree. Depending on whether they agree or
disagree with this statement, students move to different sides of the
classroom, then the actual discussion begins, students take turns to prove
or substantiate their views. Usually “For or against strategy” is based on
the texts that have been studied in class or on the thought-provoking
statements prepared by the teacher.

“Whirligig” strategy is to divide the group into four subgroups.
Three of these groups are formed to represent specific points of view. The
members of the fourth group are called “provocateurs”, whose task is to
complicate the discussion. One person from each group («speaker») sits at
a desk opposite the other groups, forming a conditional square in the
center of the audience. Each representative is followed by other group
members. Four speakers present and discuss issues they have prepared in
advance (this preparation is carried out with their groups).

“The Socrates’ Method”: students prepare for a discussion at home,
not only by reading a text or several texts, but also by preparing questions
for the text. In class, students sit in a circle, the first question is asked by
the teacher or a discussion leader. Students continue the discussion using
qguestions prepared in advance, it is not recommended to raise hands to
speak. The teacher takes into account the language level of students and
can provide them with ready-made questions for discussion or questions
are developed together with the group. It is also possible to apply the
strategy — “Aquarium”, when two circles are created: the inner circle will
participate in the discussion, while an outer circle silently watching can
exchange seats with those in the inner circle.

The strategy “Hot Chair” takes place when a student plays the role
of the character of a movie, book, TV show or historical character, such as
the founder of social work Jane Adams, and the group asks him questions
that the student answers while performing the role. To increase the
number of participants, it is possible to offer students a discussion of “Hot
Chair” in small groups, where one person in the group acts as a
“character” and three or four ask questions. Another variation of this type
of the strategy: some students form a group of different characters, all the
others —ask them questions as guests of a television talk show.

“Speed English” strategy: participants sit down or stand opposite each
other in a line, a teacher asks a question for discussion and sets a time of 1-3
minutes, then after 3 minutes there is a change of partners, the line moves
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to the left; partners change; then the questions change, but the advantages
of such a discussion are that all participants are involved, every time they
have a new partner, new views, the opportunity to express themselves to all.

“Quadro” strategy (Miwonnep, 2006, c. 29-30) provides the presence
of certain statements, abstracts, which it is desirable to print on paper or
screen of the presentation, on which participants must express their
position: 1) agree, 2) agree, but...; 3) disagree, 4) disagree, but... and raise
a card with the appropriate number. In the beginning participants express
their opinion on the first statement if they agree, then agree, but... and so
on. Of course, it is desirable to prepare statements, quotes, to which the
participants of the discussion have different attitudes, so to make the
discussion more productive and lively. It is now possible to use online
tools instead of raising cards, such as a menti.com.

Teachers of the department of Foreign Philology use the opportunities
and resources of the English speaking club to integrate media education in
the process of foreign language competence formation. The Concept for the
introduction of media education in Ukraine (KoHuenuia enposadxeHHs
meodiaoceimu 8 YKpaiHi, 2016) states that media education is aimed at
preparing individuals to interact with traditional and new media, taking into
account the development of ICT. According to the The European Charter for
Media Literacy (The European Charter for Media Literacy, 2005), the content
of media literacy is determined by the basic skills:

1) the ability to use media technology to access, store, search, use
media content to meet personal and social needs;

2) the ability to make informed choices among a variety of media
and media content;

3) understanding how and for what purpose media content is created;

4) the ability to analyze technologies, sign systems, arrangements
used by the media, to analyze media texts;

5) the ability to creatively use the media to express and convey
thoughts, views, perspectives;

6) the ability to identify, critically evaluate media content and media
services and avoid unwanted, harmful or aggressive ones;

7) the ability to effectively use the media to exercise their
democratic rights and responsibilities.

Canadian media educators (Jolls, 2008. c.44-48) propose to carry
out a critical analysis of media text using five key concepts of media
education, on the basis of which key questions are also formulated:
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Key Question Ne 1: Who created this message? / What am | creating?

Basic concept Ne 1: All media messages are constructed.

Key Question Ne 2: What creative techniques are used to get my
attention? / Does my media text meet the requirements of media format,
creativity and the latest technologies?

Basic concept No 2: Media messages are constructed using creative
language with its own rules.

Key Question Ne 3: How is it possible that different people understand
this message differently from me? / Does my media message attract and
reach the target audience?

Basic concept Ne 3: Different people understand the same media
messages differently.

Key Question Ne 4: What lifestyle, values and views are presented or
not presented in this message? / Have | clearly defined and formulated
values, views in my media content?

Basic concept N2 4: Media always contain and represent certain values
and views.

Key question No 5: What is the purpose of this message? / Did | clearly
articulate, formulate, convey the purpose of my media activities to the
audience?

Basic concept Ne 5: Most media messages are created for profit and/or
power.

Topics discussed at the club meetings help to increase the level of
media competence of university students, to form media immunity and to
develop critical thinking. Therefore, we consider it necessary to provide
examples of the English speaking clubs sessions with media education
integration. In particular, meetings of the English Speaking Club were held on
the following topics:

1. “Treat your password like your toothbrush. Don’t let anybody
else use it. Computer viruses”. Computer security issues, sources and
viruses, use of anti-virus programs and security measures were discussed.
Participants pointed out that before connecting to the Internet, everyone
should think about how to protect yourself and your data in order not to
harm your computer. User negligence is a serious a problem that puts
even the most secure system at risk. For example, setting too simple
password for the e-mail, you make it relatively easy to crack.

2. “The Internet is so big, so powerful and pointless that for some
people it is a complete substitute for life”. Participants discussed a topical
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issue related to Internet addictions and identified tools and methods of
struggling with them. They concluded that it is necessary to use the
Internet as a means of communication, learning, self-development and
self-expression, but it is necessary to acquire media immunity, adapt and
control their media behavior, media consumption, monitor the frequency
of contacts with social media.

3. “Media: manipulation and propaganda”. The participants
discussed the topic of manipulation and propaganda and agreed that the
information field that we face every day is multilevel and contains a large
amount of information that has different goals and objectives. Therefore,
it is very important to understand and analyze what we see and hear in
different types of media. During the meeting of the English Speaking Club
the main tools of presenting information were discussed: reporting and
propaganda. They defined and outlined the goals, mechanisms of work,
methods of reporting and propaganda. Participants in the discussion
pointed out that awareness of what information is and what manipulation
methods are used, they will approach the flow of information carefully,
consider what to think about, what to check and what to focus on.

4. “Advertising. Deconstructing a commercial”. Participants discussed
the types, functions of advertising messages and persuasion techniques used
in the creation of advertisements and advertising campaigns, studied the
commercial “Sony: Two Worlds”, which was created on the basis of the short
film “Nuit Blanche” directed by A. Manukian. They analyzed and decoded
video commercial according to the five concepts of media education and the
list of extended questions. The phenomenon of advertising was considered
not only as a carrier of marketing information, a means of communication,
but also as a phenomenon of modern art culture, which synthesizes the
means of expression of other arts: cinema, theater, painting, literature,
photography, music and so on. They concluded that the analysis of
advertisements and advertising campaigns can be a source of original ideas
for creating one’s own advertising, as a way to gain experience and
inspiration. The winner is the one who stands out and being exclusive.

5. “Photography: capturing souls, not smiles”. Participants discussed
photographs through the prism of media literacy (the ability to analyze and
synthesize spatial-temporal reality, the ability to read “media text”) and
identified aspects that should be considered when analyzing media texts
(photos): angle, lighting, color scheme, cropping, editing. Well-known cases
of photo manipulation were considered: inconsistency of titles with images,
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cropping, mirroring, photoshop, etc. The students watched a short-animated
film “Selfie Cat” (https://youtu.be/s5yiOSraxVE) and expressed their attitude
to uploading and posting of photos on social networks. They came to the
conclusion that critically analyzing and creating photographs is a necessary
skill of a modern prosumer. In addition, photography analysis develops
visual, critical and creative thinking.

6. “What is critical thinking?” Participants discussed the definition of
critical thinking, expressed their views on its application and importance in
various spheres of life, read the parable of the elephant and the blind
sages (Peace Corps, 2021), discussed issues such as:

1. What occurs in the story when each blind man “sees” the elephant?
Why did they have six different ideas about the elephant? Were any of the
sages right about the elephant? Were any of them completely wrong?

2. What did the blind men get to know from the Rajah? What does
the storyteller want us to learn from this tale?

3. Do problems like this happen in real life? Think of times when
debates, disputes or communication failures have occurred because
people saw situations from different angles. Describe what happened.

4. How does it feel when another person doesn’t “see” something
the way you do? How can you treat those differences in perceptions?

5. What if the men in this story were not blind? Would they still
have different perceptions about elephants? Why or why not?

6. Does the story give you any ideas about the solutions of these
problems? What are some steps you can take to understand why another
person doesn’t see things the way you do? (Peace Corps, 2021).

Thus, the English-speaking club is not only a platform for improving
the speaking skills of university students, but also a tool for developing
critical and creative thinking, public speaking skills, independence in
decision-making and reasoning about one’s position.

Conclusions and prospects for further reseach. It is necessary to
emphasize the role and significance of the extracurricular work of non-
linguistic universities for foreign language communicative competence
formation and integration of media education. Apparently, in the near
future, we can expect the emergence of its new forms and an increasing
variety of its content. Also, the need for extracurricular activities is related to
the number of hours allocated for learning a foreign language at universities,
provides an opportunity to identify abilities, potential of university students
to learn a foreign language, as it promotes creative self-realization.
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Our research does not cover all aspects of this problem. We see
prospects for further studies in the development of new forms of discussion
under the conditions of online learning and ICT usage for extracurricular
activities.
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AHOTAUIA

Nawyk Hatania, HikonaeHko Onbra, Ywarta TeraHa. Po3amoBHUI Knyb Ak
iHCTPYMEHT GOpPMYBaHHS iHWOMOBHOI KOMYHIKaTUBHOI KOMMNETEHTHOCTI M iHTerpauii
MeniaocBiTK.

Y KoHmMeKcmi cy4acHoe2o ceimy aHanilicoKa Mo8a € IHCMPYMeHMomM MiHHAPOOHO20
CrinKyB8aHHS, 3acobomM supilieHHsA 8UKnAuUKie 21 cmonimmas y npogpecitiHomy, dinosomy Yu
akademiyHomy cepedosuuyi. OCHOBHOK MeMOK 8UBYEHHS IHO3EMHOI MOBU € hopMYBAHHS
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IHWOMOBHOI KOMYHIKAGMUBHOI KomnemeHmHocmi. AK 3aceiduye npaKkmuka, CbO200Hi|
HedocmamHbO NPoOCcmMo 8uUKopucmosysamu mpaduyiliHi memoou HABYAHHA iHO3eMHOI
MOBU, momy 8uKnada4am nocmiliHo dosodumeca 38epmamucs 00 O00CAIOMHEHHA UjEr
npobaemu, wob 3Halimu Halbinbw egekmusHi memoou ma npuliomu, BUKOPUCMAHHA
AKUX Npusodums 00 3arAaHOBAHUX pe3ysabmamis. Memoro 00CniOHeHHS € 8U3HAYEHHS
epeKkmusHuUX Memooie hopMyB8aHHSA IHUWOMOBHOI KOMYHIKaMUBHOI KoMriemeHmHocmi 3
BUKOPUCMAHHAM 1103aayoumopHoi pobomu, 30Kpema OUCKYCiliHo2o Knyby, o0ensod
cmpameezili opeaHizayii Ouckycii ma HasedeHHs npuknadie iHMeepauii enemeHmie
meodiaoceimu 8 pobomy po3mosHoz20 Kayby. [ns 00CniOHeHHA 8UKOPUCMAHO mMemoou
aHani3y, y3aeasnbHEeHHs ma cucmemamusauii HayKoeo-memoOuyHoi aimepamypu 3
npobnemu  pOpPMyB8AHHA  IHWOMOBHOI  KOMYHIKGMUBHOI  KomnemeHmHocmi U
BUKOPUCMAHHA 1103aayoumopHoi pobomu, cuHme3sy, onucy sudie OUCKycii, nedaeo2iyHo2o
crnocmepexceHHs ma y3a2asbHEHHS 87acH020 00c8idy opeaHizayii i nposedeHHs
pPO3MOBHO20 Knyby 3 iHmezpauieto mediaocsimHix enemeHmie i mexHorsoeili. ¥ HayKkoeo-
memoOuyHiti nimepamypi po3pobneHo Komnaekc npuliomis, memodis, cmpameaill i
nioxodig 0014 hopmy8aHHA IHUIOMOBHOI KOMYHIKAMUBHOI KoMemeHmMHocmi. TexHosnoeii
npobsemMHO20 HABYAHHSA, MEMOO KOOMepamusHo20 Ha8YaHHSA, Memod NPOEKMI8, Memoo
ponbosuUX i20p, MEMOO PO3BUMKY KPUMUYHO20 MucraeHHA. [lo3aaydumopHa poboma
8idiepae 3HA4YHy posb y hOPMYBAHHI KOMYHIKAMUBHOI KoMrnemeHmHocmi. [lonyaspHum
ma egheKmusHUM 30C060M CMBOPEHHA YMO8 0714 CrifIKY8AHHSA, 30HYPEHHSA 8 IHUWOMOBHE
cepedosuuye, YOOCKOHANEHHA PiBHA B0/100iHHA QH2iliCbKOK MOB80K Ma Op2aHi3auil
nosaayoumopHoi pobomu € makx 38aHi OUCKYCIliHi abo po3amosHi Kaybu. Buxknadadi
B8UKOPUCMOBYIOMb OKMUBHI MemooOu HAB8YAHHA iHO3eMHOI Mo8u, ceped AKUX OUCKYCIa €
O0HUM i3 OCHOBHUX. BudineHo pi3Hi munu Quckycii: «lanepesa», «3a yu npomu», «3ura»,
«Memod Cokpama»: «Akeapiym», «Po3neyeHe Kpicno», «lLlsudka aHesnilicbKa»,
«Keadpo». lNidKkpecneHo, w0 suknadayi kagedpu iHO3eMHOI ¢hinonoeaii suKkopucmosyromeo
MOX(IUBOCMI Ma pecypcu aH2/I0MOBHO20 PO3MOBHO20 Kayby 0naa iHmezpauii
mediaocsimu y nipouec hopMysaHHA IHWOMOBHOI KomnemeHmMHocmi. [lpe3eHmosaHo
MpUKNaou 3acidaHb Po3MOBHUX Krybie 3a MmediaoCc8imHbL0 MEMAMUKOI 3 iHMezpauiero
meoiaocsimHix cmpameaid.

Knwyoei cnoea: iHoO3eMHa MO08Q, KOMYHIKAMUBHA KOMMemeHMHicme,
noszaayoumopHa poboma, po3mosHuli Kayb, Ouckycis, memod, cmpameais,
mediaocsima, iHmeapauis.
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