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Abstract

The daily activities of the members of the illegal residency of the UPR Central Committee in
exile ‘Istanbul Platform’ during 1929-35 consisted of various aspects: domestic, social, and public.
However, a red thread through the daily life of representatives of the Ukrainian political emigration
in Istanbul was intelligence work, which still impresses researchers not only with the
ambitiousness of intentions, plans, and tasks, but also with the professionalism and skill of their
implementation. Especially given the fact that none of the members of the residency had previously
been a professional intelligence officer and had no previous practical experience in the special
services. Being under the close supervision of Soviet agents, without funding and the necessary
means, without permanent and reliable channels of communication with their curators, members
of the Istanbul Platform had to not only integrate into the life of the local community in Istanbul,
establish their daily routine, and not cause discontent with the Turkish migration service, but also
carry out intelligence, educational and propaganda activities. Every day, they resorted to new,
creative methods; they used all available opportunities and skills in confronting Soviet agents.

The goal of the article is to highlight the daily activities of the members of the Istanbul
Platform during this period.

The methodological basis of the research is the principles of the specific historical
approach, historical-comparative  and  historical-typological methods, methods of
comprehensiveness, systematicity, integrity, synthesis, analysis and objectivity.

The scientific novelty of the publication is the generalisation of the researched aspects of
the daily activities of the members of the Istanbul Platform in 1929-35.

Conclusions. The daily activities of the members of the Istanbul Platform from the moment
of its opening to the termination of its functioning were focused on a number of domestic, social
and public aspects. Among them was intelligence activity, which, despite a number of obstacles,
was carried out at a high level. Ensuring the functioning of the Istanbul Platform, its members
shaped the continuity of historical state-building processes up to the present day.

Keywords: Ukrainian political emigration, interwar Turkey, Istanbul Platform, Volodymyr
Murskyi, Mykola Zabello, Mariia Pchelinska, Ukrainian exile

" PhD in History, Associate Professor of the Department of International Relations and Foreign Policy, Petro
Mohyla Black Sea National University, Mykolaiv, Ukraine. E-mail: luda_vovchuk@ukr.net. ORCID:
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8324-5235

X 69 X



KOHC CEHCCY C
C ONSENSUS Homep 3/ 2024

HOBCARITEHHA ISIBHICTD WIEHIB « CTAMBYJIbCBROT ILTAT®OPMI»
YITIPOJOBIK 1929-35 PP.

Joavmuiaa Bopuyk”

AHoTamisg

[ToBCAKAEHHA JTiAMbHICTL WIEHIB HejeraabHol pesugentypu JIIIVHP B ex3ui
«CramM0OyIbchKa TLIAT(OpPMay YOPOAOBK 1920-35 PP. CKIAfanaca 3 Pi3HOMAHITHUX acCIeKTiB:
IMOOYTOBUX, COINAJBHUX, IPOMAAChKUX. OJHAK, YEPBOHOI0 HUTKOIO dYepe3 HIOJeHHE KUTTS
MpeJICTAaBHUKIB YKPaTHCHKOI MOTUYHOT eMirpariii y CtamMOy.1i MpoxXoauia po3BiTyBaibHa podoTa,
gKa 1 cborogHi Bpaskae JOCTIAHUKIB He Jmime aMOITHICTIO HaMipiB, ILIaHiB, 3aBJaHb, aixe il
(axosicTio Ta MaiicrepHicTio 1X Britenus. Oco0MBO 3 OISy HA TY 00CTaBUHY, IO KOJAEH i3
YJIeHIiB pe3UIEHTYPH 10 TOro He OYB (DAXOBUM PO3BITHIKOM i He MaB IOIEPETHHOT0 MPAKTUIHOIO
JOCBiy poboTH y crercay:k6ax. IlepedyBaioun ITijT MIJIHHUM HALJISIOM PAJISHCHKOT areHTypH, oe3
(inancyBanns i He0OXiTHIX 3aC00iB, HE MAIOUM IMOCTIHIX Ta HAMINHIX KAaHAIB 3B’I3KY 31 cBOIMU
Kypatopamu, wienn «CraMmOy/JIbCbKOI ILIAT(GOPMI» MaIM He JIUIIE IHTErpyBaTHCS Yy SKUTTS
MicieBoi rpomagn CraMmOy.y, HAJIATOJUTH TIO0YT, HE BHUK/JIMKATH HEBIOBOJEHHS TYPEIHKOI
Mirpaminaoi cay:Kou, age W 3MHCHIOBATH PO3BilTyBaIbHY, IPOCBITHUIEKY Ta MPOIATAHINCTCHKY
misuibHicTh. 1l0J€HHO BIaBaTHCA 10 HOBUX, KPEATHBHUX IIPUIIOMIB; BUKODHUCTOBYBAIM BCi HAsIBHI
MOZKJIMBOCTI Ta BMIHHS Y TIPOTUCTOSHHI 3 PAISHCHKOIO areHTYPOIO.

MeTo10 POOOTH € BUCBITJEHHSA MOBCAKAECHHOI TiIbHOCTI wieHiB «CTaMOyJIbChKOL
IIATOOPMUY YIIPOJOBK BKA3aHOTO Iepiogy. MeTo10I0TidH0I0 OCHOBOIO JTOCTI;KEHHSA CIyTYIOTh
MPUHIAIN KOHKPETHO-iCTOPUYHOTO ITIX0TY, iCTOPUKO-TIOPIBHAIbHI Ta iCTOPUKO-THIOIOTIUHI
METO/IN, METON BCEOIYHOCTI, CUCTEMHOCTI, ILTiICHOCTI, CHHTERY, aHATi3Y Ta 00’ €KTUBHOCTI.

HaykoBa HOBI3HA I10.JITa€ B y3araJibHeHi JOCTKEHNX aCIeKTIiB MOBCAKIEHHOT TisS/IbHOCTI
y1eHiB « CTaMOyIbChKOT IIAT(MOPMITy YITPOJTOBIK 1929-35 PP.

BucnoBku. IT0BcSKIeHHa TiSUIbHICTD uwieHiB «CTaMOyJIbChbKOl MIATGOPMHUY 3 MOMEHTY
BiZIKpUTTA 1 10 npunuHeHHS (QYHKIOHYBAHHS OyJa OpieHTOBaHa HAa BUKOHAHHS HUBKH
MOOYTOBHX, COIIAIbHUX, IPOMAJICBKUX acreKTiB. Cepe AKUX Oy/1a i PO3BiAyBaIbHA TisLIbHICTD,
gKa He JUBJIAYNCH HA HU3KY IIEPENoH, PeaTi3oByBajJacs Ha BHCOKOMY DPiBHI. 3abesmedyroun
(yukmionyBanas «CTaMOyIbChbKOT TLIATGOPMUY, 1 WIeHn (OpMYyBAIM TATJIICTD iCTOPUYHUX
JEP/KAaBOTBOPYMX ITPOIIECIB &K /10 HAIIOTO Yacy.

K.mouoBi c10Ba: yKpaiHChbKa MOJITHYHA eMirpailis, MoBCAKIeHHA TisIbHICTD, MiKBO€HHA
Typeuunna, CraMmOyibcbka 1iatdopma, Bouaoaumup Mypebkmii, Mukosaa 3abewto, Mapis
[Tue riHCHKA, YKPATHCHKI €K3UIbHI CIENCTY KON
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Problem statement. Both today and decades ago, diplomatic and consular
representatives were entrusted with a variety of tasks: from official meetings to
participation in diplomatic receptions. The daily activities of the members of the illegal
residency of the UPR Central Committee in exile the Istanbul Platform during 1929-35
also consisted of various aspects: domestic, social, civic and intelligence. Therefore, the
main aim of this article is to clarify the main aspects of this activity in the context of
constant surveillance by Soviet agents.

Last researchers’ analysis of the problem. Most contemporary Ukrainian
researchers focus on the activities of official Ukrainian diplomatic and consular
institutions abroad in 1917-1921. At the same time, the aspect of the activities of Ukrainian
exile institutions abroad remains poorly researched. Among them is the Istanbul
Platform. Such national researchers as Ya. Dashkevych’, T. Vintskovs’kyi, O. Muzychko
and V. Khmarskyi*, V. Okipniuk and D. Kozlov?, L. Pidhirna*, and L. Vovchuk® partially
open the veil on the establishment, functioning, and members of the Istanbul Platform,
paying insufficient attention to the daily activities of the institution.

The source base of the research is represented by declassified archival documents
of the Main Directorate of the Foreign Intelligence Service of Ukraine and the Central
State Archive of Ukraine. Agent reports and correspondence of representatives of
Ukrainian political emigration are of particular interest. In addition, it is worth
highlighting the works of O. Lototskyi®, a contemporary of those events, and a collection

' Tamkesud SI.P. TypenpbKo-yKpalHChbKI B3aeMOBIZHOCHMHM B Iepuriii mososuni XX croxitTs. Indopmariiini
CTOCYHKH: HAI[IOHAIBHUI aciiekT. Vipaina. Hayxka i kyasmypa. 2009. Bu. 35. C. 63-72.

2 YopHOMOpCHKA XBIISL VKDPATHCHKOI PEBOJIONIT: NMPOBITHUKN HalioHATLHOrO Pyxy B Ofeci y 1917-1920 pp.:
moHorpadist / Binnkoseokuii T.C., Mysuuko O.€., Xmapcebkuii B.M. [1a in.]; Bian. pea. B.M. Xmapcbkuii. Opeca:
TEC, 2010. 584 ¢.

3 Okinmiok B., Koszos JI. TaeMuuii opont Bosoaumupa Mypebkoro. Iemopuuna npasoa. 2020. 6 3xosTHA. URL:
https://www.istpravda.com.ua/articles/2020/10/6/158218/; Okinuiok B. Kozios JI. Bojogumup MypCcbKuii -
MPEJCTAaBHUK  €K3WIbHOro ypsgay B Cramoyai. Iemopuuwa  npaeda. 2018. 17 BepecHs.  URL:
https://www.istpravda.com.ua/articles/sb868bf6oab87/;  Oximuiok B., Koszimos/l. Tomoc-1930, ab6o fIK
«YKpaTHCbKUI HyHIii» y Cram0y/ii 6opoBes 3a aBrokedaniio VI Iemopuuna npacoa. 2018. 8 :xoprHs. URL:
https://www.istpravda.com.ua/articles/sbbb48e7dbf2d/

4ligripna JLM. «Cram0y.ancbka maardopmar YHP y 20-30-ti pp. XX cr.: IIpoconorpagiunmii nmoprper.
Haykoei npaui Kam aneus-I100i16coKk020 HAUIOHAAbHO20 YHIGepcumemy imeHi leana Ozienxa. Iemopuumi Hayxu.
2022. T. 36. C. 210-226; ITiaripna JI. IUIIoMaTHYHO-PO3BiAyBaIbHA AisbHIiCTD Mapil ITuesincebkol y Cramoy.ii y
1930-X pPp.. Havkoei npaui Kam aueus-I100i1bcok020 HAUIOHAbHO20 YHicepcumemy imeHi Ieana Ozienxa. 30ipHuxK
3a NIOCYMKamMu 36IMHOI HaAYK060I KoHPepenyii euriadauis, doxmopanmic i acnipanmis. 2022. Buil. 21. C. 37-38;
MMigripua JI. Mukoaa 3aoento (1892-1967): nepconaibHa Oiorpadis arenra OJITY «Hapuisty. Hayroei npayi
Kam aneus-I100inbcokoz0 HauionansHozo yuieepcumemy imeni Ieana Oziemxa. Icmopuyni uayku. 2022. T. 40.
C. 205-220.

5Vovchuk L. Information activities of the Istanbul Platformin 1929-35. Cmaposcummocmi JIykomopa. 2024. NO 4.
C. 76-82. DOI: https://doi.org/10.33782/2708-4116.2024.4.282

% Toroupkuit O. Cropinku muHy.10ro. YactuHa uersepra. Y Ilapropopi. [lepeBuganns. basua bpyu: BugaHHs
YKpaiHncbkoi [IpaBociaaBuoi llepksu B CIIA, 1966. 175 c.
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of documents on political emigration in 1919-1945, compiled by V. Lozytskyi, O. Bazhan,
S. Vlasenko, and A. Kentii’.

The results and discussions. The arrival in Istanbul in the summer of 1929 of the
new head of the UPR Central Committee in exile and the UPR exile special services, V.
Murskyi, was of great importance for the daily life of the local Ukrainian community and
actually added dynamism.

The Ukrainian community in Istanbul, representatives of the Ukrainian political
emigration, were led by M. Zots-Kravchenko, an independentist by conviction, and
M. Zabello, the community’s secretary.

However, representatives of the Ukrainian community in Istanbul did not conduct
active educational, public, and even more so, intelligence activities. This was also due to
the then loyal government policy of the Republic of Turkey towards the USSR, and the
fear of being ‘under the gun’ of new Turkish migration laws and being included in the list
of ‘unreliable’.

In 1928, a year before V. Mursky’s arrival, M. Zotz-Kravchenko himself suffered the
same fate. The Turkish authorities deemed him ‘unreliable’ and deported him from the
Turkish Republic®.

It is likely that M. Zotz-Kravchenko’s deportation was provoked by the Soviet
secret services® so that his place could be taken by a recruited ODPU agent, Secretary
M. Zabello. He was a Ukrainian, a former officer of the tsarist army, a centurion of the
UPR Army. Obviously, his wife Kateryna was also recruited™.

It is worth noting that this period of the Ukrainian community in Istanbul is not
marked by much political and social activity. Nevertheless, M. Zabello actively tries to
present his person as the new head of the community to the Chief Ataman of the Central
Department of the Ukrainian People’s Republic in exile, A. Livytskyi, the heads of exile
special services - V. Salskyi and V. Zmiienko; heads of Ukrainian intelligence offices in
Prague, Bucharest and Paris; to establish contacts with well-known representatives of
Ukrainian political emigration in Europe, the Middle East and the United States™.

Representatives of the Ukrainian community in Istanbul headed by M. Zabello were
more focused on their integration into the local Istanbul community, establishing their
own life and trying to avoid being seen by the Turkish migration service.

From time to time, M. Zabello communicates with his fellow countrymen.
Representatives of the community still try not to fall out of the context of the life of
Ukrainian political emigration: they participate in raising funds to complete the

TVKpaiHCchKa IOJTITUYHA eMirpanis 1919-1945: JJokymenTH i mMarepianu. Kuis: IlapiamMedTchbKe BUI-BO, 2008.
928 c.

8 Sectoral State Archive of the Foreign Intelligence Service of Ukraine (SSA FISU). Fund 1. List 1. File 6945, Vol. 5.
P. 62.

9 Okinmiok B., Kositos JI. Taemuuii ¢ponr Boaogumupa Mypcebkoro. Iemopuuna npasda. 2020. 6 osTHA. URL:
https://www.istpravda.com.ua/articles/2020/10/6/158218/

19 SSA FISU. Fund 1. List 1. File 12628, Vol. 2, apk. 301.

" Ibidem.
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S. Petliura Library in Paris and commemorate the Heroes of the Bazaar, making
commemorative badges with S.Petliura’s portrait'>. They gather to read and discuss
Ukrainian publications that are brought to Istanbul by representatives of political
emigration in Hungary, Germany, and Bulgaria.

In every way M. Zabello tried to demonstrate his usefulness to the leadership of the
Ukrainian exiled special services and offered cooperation. In fact, it was M. Zotz-
Kravchenko’s previous unsatisfactory activities, M. Zabello’s intrusive self-presentation,
doubts about his reliability and the presence of the Ukrainian community in Istanbul that
prompted the UPR Central Committee in exile, in cooperation with the exile special
services®, to think about establishing the illegal residency in Istanbul, which would be
headed by V. Murskyi. He was a man whom the Ukrainian government in exile could
fully trust; a man with pro-Ukrainian statehood convictions, a decent education, and
diplomatic experience. He had the ability to unite conscious Ukrainians in Istanbul, to
organise and establish an illegal residency, to perform various work, from public to
intelligence, while coordinating the work of Ukrainian intelligence offices in the Middle
East and in post-Soviet Ukraine®.

After becoming V. Murskyi’s right-hand man and secretary, M. Zabello performed all
the necessary tasks: he took the correspondence, which allowed him to copy all letters and
documents, attended meetings of the Prometheus Club, helped Murskyi in his daily
activities; he continued to maintain active correspondence with representatives of the
Ukrainian political emigration. He also worked closely with the Soviet secret services.
Starting in 1929, he compiled a kind of dossier on each representative of the of the
Ukrainian community in Istanbul, identifying the most active ones, creating their profiles
and describing in detail their daily lives, occupations, habits, preferences, inclinations, etc.

Thus, from the intelligence reports of declassified archival documents of the
Sectoral State Archive of the Foreign Intelligence Service of Ukraine, it becomes known
that there were 50 active members of the Ukrainian community in Istanbul, representing
different regions of Ukraine. V. Murskyi was able to unite these people into a fairly
effective illegal institution with representative, educational, propaganda and intelligence
functions.

In her article, L. Pidhirna provides a list of these representatives, indicating their
marital status and occupation in Istanbul. The vast majority of them were conscious
people with independent-minded beliefs, former interned soldiers of the UPR Army,
representatives of the Ukrainian intelligentsia who were forced to emigrate or flee from
post-Soviet Ukraine due to the Soviet occupation and the Red Terror.

2 SSA FISU. Fund 1. List 1. File 12617, Vol. 2, apk. 72.

B VKpaiHcbKa MoJITHYHA eMirpanig 1919-1945: JokymenTn i Marepianu. Kuis: IlapiaMeHTCbKe BUA-BO, 2008.
C. 354.

“The Central State Archive of Higher Authorities and Administration of Ukraine. Fund 269. List 2. File 270.
P. 62-62(0).

5 YopHoMOpchbKa XBUJIA YKPAiHCLKOT peBoolii... C. 361-362.
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The author emphasizes that the Ukrainians there managed to integrate into the
Istanbul community with dignity and their daily activities were very diverse, performing
information and intelligence activities at the same time. For example, Y. Smilgin, who
delivered dairy products to the Soviet Embassy staff and to the residence of the Crimean
Tatar pro-Soviet Kapudan Pasha, collected information about the activities of the Soviet
Embassy, intentions and plans for Crimea, etc. And then he provided it to V. Murskyi'.

Such a wide range of professional activities and occupations of representatives of the
Ukrainian community in Istanbul, personal connections, contacts with respected
representatives of the Turkish community, membership in the most respectable Turkish
families, etc. already represented interesting prospects for the formation of a reliable agent
network of the illegal residency ‘Istanbul Platform’, which V. Mursky took advantage.

It is interesting to note that V. Murskyi, upon arriving in Istanbul, positioned
himself as a journalist and correspondent for the League of Nations. At that time, he was
financially supported by the Central Committee of the UPR in exile, or rather, by the
Polish special services. And although, according to M. Zabello, V. Murskyi had a
‘magnificent salary’”, his intelligence, public, educational, literary and representative
activities required significant financial investments, which neither V. Murskyi, nor the
Central Committee of the UPR in exile, nor the Polish allies had. In one of his letters to
A. Livytskyi, V. Prokopovych notes that V. Murskyi cannot carry out the necessary day-
to-day representative activities due to a lack of funds to buy appropriate clothing®®.

Murskyi’s daily activities consisted of receiving and processing operational
correspondence (letters, communications, etc.) that came to the secret Istanbul address
(No. 224, Kutusu Bey Oglu, Istanbul) by regular mail, airmail” and diplomatic pouch to the
Polish diplomatic mission. Later, similar cooperation was established with the French
consulate®®.

In addition, V. Murskyi worked on the texts of official documents of the UPR
Central Committee in exile: Memorandum with the Government of Japan®"; the text of the
appeal and organisation of the reception of the representative of the UPR Central
Committee in exile V. Prokopovych at the Ecumenical Patriarch Photios II regarding the
receipt of the Tomos by the Orthodox Ukrainian Church??*; the Agreement with the head
of the Crimean Tatar diaspora Kyrymer on the Autonomy of Crimea as part of the future
Independent Ukraine?. He wrote numerous educational materials, articles for Turkish
and friendly diaspora publications, etc.

1 Tiripaa J.M. «CramOybcbka miargopmas VHP y 20-30-1i pp. XX c1.: ITpoconorpadiunmii moprper...
C. 219-220.

7SSA FISU. Fund 1. List 1. File 12617, Vol. 8. P. 51-53.

8 Ihid. P. 32.

9 SSA FISU. Fund 1. List 1. File 12617, Vol. 1. P. 8

2% Ibid. Vol. 9. P. 202.

' Ibid. Vol. 8. P. 261, 316, 318.

2 Ibid. Vol. 1. P. 22.

B Ibid. Vol. 2. P. 248, 262-265.
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V. Murskyi also worked on the manuscripts of his important pro-Ukrainian
propaganda works ‘The True Face of the New Russia’, ‘Ukraine in the Struggle for
Independence’, ‘Turkey and Russia’. At the same time, he was recruiting reliable people
and arranging for pro-Ukrainian propaganda literature and communications to be sent
by Soviet steamers to the Black Sea ports of post-Soviet Ukraine. He received this
propaganda literature from the UPR Press Bureau in Warsaw.

He gave interviews about the situation in Ukraine to European and American
journalists, established cooperation with representatives of foreign intelligence agencies,
prepared reports and participated in meetings of the Istanbul branch of the Prometheus
Club, working with representatives of friendly Diasporas: Azerbaijani, Georgian, and
Crimean Tatar**.

It is also worth mentioning a member of the Istanbul Platform, Ukrainian
intelligence officer M. Pchelinska®, who was V. Murskyi’s sister-in-law. M. Pchelinska’s
daily activities consisted of a kind of ‘hunting’ for valuable contacts. Thanks to her, the
Ukrainian exiled special services and the UPR Central Committee in exile were able to
further cooperate with the heads of the French and Japanese intelligence services,
M. Denard and limura®.

Speaking about the daily life and leisure activities of the Istanbul Platform members,
we can say that despite their professional employment and intelligence activities, they were
quite ordinary. In addition to their daily routine, the members met at the Murskyis’ house
for tea, celebrated birthdays and the first communion of the Murskyis’ daughters®, and
could get together in the evenings to play hingo?®. Murskyi’s wife took care of family
matters and helped her husband with translations and processing of correspondence. On
holidays and on Sundays, both the Murskyi family and other members of the Istanbul
Platform attended St George’s Church in Phanar, had leisure time at the Alhambra
cinema® and art events at the Teutonia German Community House>°.

In general, the members of the Istanbul Platform led a somewhat Eastern-style,
measured, safe life*', which became quite secure after Murskyi established friendly
relations with the head of the Istanbul migration service. This was facilitated by the
cooling of Turkish-Soviet relations since 19302

It was after this that V. Murskyi was able to conduct a radio game with Ukrainian
agents in post-Soviet Ukraine®?, present an autographed copy of his book ‘Ukraine and its

2 Vovchuk L. Information activities of the Istanbul Platformin 1929-3s... P. 79-80.
» SSA FISU. Fund 1. List 1. File 12617, Vol. 9. P. 319

26 Ihid. Vol. 7. P. 36, 50-52.

*Ibid. P. 36, 50-52.

28 Ibid. Vol 8. P. 51-52.

29 SSA FISU. Fund 1. List 1. File 12628, Vol. 9. P. 97, 98.

30 Ibid. Vol. 8. P. 52-63.

3' SSA FISU. Fund 1. List 1. File 12617, Vol. 2. P. 270,271.

32 1bid. Vol. 1. P. 174-176.

3 Ibid. Vol. 2. P. 301.
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Struggle for Independence’ to the President of the Republic of Turkey Ataturk (and
possibly publish the book with the unofficial financial support of the Turkish authorities)
and freely distribute books to well-known Turkish public and political figures (about 600
copies). He also managed to establish contact with a representative of the Turkish special
services*.

By 1935, members of the Istanbul Platform were actively engaged in educational,
public, and intelligence activities, and made an almost successful attempt to obtain
autocephaly (Tomos). However, the curtailment of funding for V. Mursky’s activities and
his untimely death led to the transfer of the Istanbul Platform’s leadership to M. Zabello,
and subsequently to its closure®.

Most of the representatives of the Ukrainian community in Istanbul, members of
the Istanbul Platform were buried in Istanbul, at the Orthodox Greek Cemetery (Sisli
district). And V. Murskyi was buried in the Latin Catholic cemetery (Beyoglu district).
Murskyi’s family returned to Lviv and in 1938 moved to Germany. M. Pchelinska returned
to France, where she also became a member of the early French Resistance Movement.
The fate of most members of the Istanbul Platform is still unknown.

Conclusions. The daily activities of the members of the illegal residency of the UPR
Central Committee in exile ‘Istanbul Platform’ during 1929-35 were carried out in the
following areas: domestic, social, public and intelligence. The first two aspects involved
the attempts of Ukrainians to survive in a foreign land, in emigration; to integrate into
Turkish society, to ensure a decent life for themselves and their families. Despite the
difficult social, legal and political circumstances and the opposition of Soviet intelligence
agents, many representatives of the Ukrainian political emigration, given their education,
experience and personal qualities, managed to do well.

Public and intelligence activities gained momentum with the arrival of V. Murskyi
in Istanbul and the formation of the illegal residency of the UPR Central Committee in
exile, the Istanbul Platform. The deterioration of Turkish-Soviet relations contributed to
the intensification of the activities of the members of this institution. All aspects of the
daily activities of Ukrainians in Istanbul were closely intertwined, constituted a symbiosis
in a sense, and, as we can see, over almost 100 years, formed a separate philosophy and
power of the representatives of the stateless Ukrainian nation - the global Ukrainian
diaspora - in further undermining the positions of the USSR and fighting the Soviets for
the restoration of Ukrainian statehood and the Orthodox Church of Ukraine.
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