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Abstract

At the current stage, there is no doubt about the role of the “Three Seas” initiative in the
regional schedule. However, it is worth noting that one of the impetuses for its actualization was
the world confrontation that arose after Russia’s encroachments on the territory of Ukraine (the
annexation of Crimea and the instigation of the war in the East of Ukraine). Today, this idea of
unification of states in the space from the Baltic to the Black and Adriatic seas, as it was at its
inception, is actively supported by the USA. Over the past eight years, the attitude towards this
program on the part of Germany and the European Union has also changed in a positive direction.
In fact, from Poland’s attempt to realize its historical Central European ambitions, the Three Seas
initiative was transformed into a prototype of the new Eastern Europe as an integral part of the
transatlantic community.

The interest of modern Polish politicians in the concept of “Mizhmorya” is a continuation of
the tradition and political thought of Jozef Pilsudski. First of all, the concept of “Mizhmorya” is
closely related to his view of Poland’s foreign policy in the interwar period. However, its origins go
back to the beginning of the 20" century, when there were discussions about Poland’s borders and
its role in Europe after it gained independence. The main question concerned Poland’s ability to
effectively resist the expansion of neighboring states — Germany and Russia.

The actualization of the “Mizhmorya” concept at the current stage and the transformation of
the latter into the “Three Seas” initiative began after the Russian aggression in Ukraine in 2014. In
its current version, the concept includes the southern and eastern vectors of integration. This is a
qualitative change, since for many centuries Poland’s foreign policy was formed on the East-West
axis, paying much less attention to the North-South axis. It is worth noting that the concept of
“Mizhmorya”, which in its current version has turned into “Three Seas”, is not considered as an
alternative for membership in the EU and NATO. At the current stage, it does not have an
independent character, complementing the generally pro-Western orientation of Poland and its
other participants.

In connection with the involvement of 12 countries in the “Three Seas Initiative” and the
active role of Croatia, Romania and other states in it, it is losing connection with the original
concept of the “Midsea”. It is becoming a format of regional cooperation within the EU, but it has
quite strong foundations. Its success also depends on external factors: West-Russia relations, US
activity in Central and Eastern Europe, and the difficult-to-predict future of the European Union.
One can debate for a long time about the functionality and competitiveness of the new association
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in relation to other numerous regional entities, but one thing remains important: the
implementation of the “Three Seas” initiative will start the process of building the energy
independence of the countries of the Eastern European region from Russia.

At the summit on June 20, 2022, the countries of the “Three Seas” initiative granted Ukraine
the special status of a participating partner of the association. It is worth noting that Ukraine’s
membership in “Trimory” is part of our country’s path to membership in the European Union. The
concept envisages the development of world trade through the creation of new European logistics
corridors, therefore it is important for Ukraine to become one of the transitors along these routes.

Several areas of Ukraine’s cooperation with the participating countries of the “Three Seas”
should be highlighted: the creation of the trans-European highway Via Carpathia, where Ukraine
will play the role of an important logistics center; energy cooperation, Ukraine has one of the
largest gas storages in the region and, using the capabilities of the Poland-Slovakia, Poland-
Ukraine interconnectors, it is possible to meet the needs of all countries of the Three Seas; the
export of Ukrainian electricity can help the countries of the “Three Seas” to become independent
from the energy pressure of the Russian Federation; infrastructure and digitalization (countries
should work on expanding checkpoints at the borders of Ukraine). Our state can support many
infrastructure projects in the field of digitization and strengthen regional digital connections. So,
the “Three Seas” initiative is Ukraine’s perspective to take a place on the European market and
completely abandon logistical ties with the occupying country.

Keywords: Regional association, the Three Seas, Intermarium, Central and Eastern
Furopean countries, Three Seas Initiative

KOHIIEINTU PET'TOHAJIBHOI'O OB’€/JHAHHSA KPATH IIEHTPA/IbHO-CXIIHOI €BPOIIN
(XX-XXI cT.)

BikTopis MUXTYHEHKEO"

AHoTAaIisg

Ha cyyacHOMY eTalli ByKe He Ma€ CYMHIBIB B TOMY, SIKY POJIb Y PETiOHAILHOMY PO3KIAi
Bimirpae imimiarmBa «Tpumop’sy. OpHAK, BapTO 3ayBaKUTH, MO0 OJHUM i3 TOIITOBXIiB 10 il
aKTyamizalnii cTajga cBiTOBa KOH(MPOHTAIf, 0 BUHUKIA ITCIg 3a3ixaHb Pocil Ha TepuTopiio
VKkpainu (amekcito Kpumy Tta posnamosannsa piiinm Ha Cxoxi Vkpainm). Cborogdi 1g iges
00’eIHAHHSA JIep;KaB y IPocTopi Bij basriiicbkoro 10 YopHoro ta AjpiaTyHOro Mopis, K i 3a i
BUHUKHEHHSI, aKTUBHO mipTpuMyeThes CIIA. 3a ocranHi BiciM pOKIB ¥ MO3UTUBHUN OiK 3MIHILIOCS
i craByenns o 1iel mporpamu 3 00Ky Himewunnu ta €ppomneriicbkoro Corosy. ITo cyTi, i3 cripoou
peamizarii Ilouplero 1 iCTOPUYHNX IEHTPAILHOEBPOINECHCHKIX aMOiIfiil ixiriaTnsa «TpuMop’s»
TpaHcopMyBaTaca B mpooopa3  HoOBOI  CximHol EBpomm  gK  CKJIAIOBOI  YACTHUHU
TPAHCATIAHTUYHOIO CITLIHHOTH.

[HTEpec Cy4acHOro I0JIbCHKOI0 MOJITUKYMY 10 KOHIENIH «MiXKMOD'sS» € IIPOJOBKEHHIM
TpajauIii Ta moaiTudHol gymru I03eda Iliacyacpkoro. Hacamiiepea, KOHIENITS «MizKMOD’S» TicHO
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MOB’SI3aHa 3 HOro IOIVISIOM HAa 30BHINIHIO HOMTHKY [loabiii y MiKBoeHHMIT miepion. OgHak ii
BUTOKH CATAIOTH MOYATKY XX CT., KOJIM BEJUCA TUCKYCIT Tpo Kopaouu [ToJbIi Ta il poJb y €Bporri
mcag HAOyTTS Helo Hesale;KHOoCTi. OCHOBHE IMMTAHHS CTOCYBAJOCS MOKIMBOCTI I1oJbImi
e(eKTUBHO YMHUTHU OMip eKCITaHcii cycigHix aep:kas — Himeuwunnu Ta Pocii.

AKTyamizanis KoHuerii «Mi;kMop’S» Ha CyJacHOMY eTarli Ta TpaHchopMallia 0CTaHHbOI B
iniriaTuBy «TprMOp sy HOYAIACS ITICTIA POCICHKOL arpecii B VKpaiHi B 2014 porii. B akTyajbHOMY
BapianTi KOHIIEIIiA BKIOYA€ MBICHHNI Ta CXiTHMNA BekTopu inTerpamil. Ile fAxicma 3mina,
OCKIJIBKHI 0araTo CTOJITH 30BHINIHA Mo iTHKa Iloab ¢popMyBataca Ha oci Cxim-3axin, HabaraTo
MeHIIe YBaru mpuiasioun oci [TiBHiu-ITiBaens. BapTo 3a3HaYNTH, M0 KOHIEMIIS « MiKMOD’T», IKa
V TIOTOYHOMY BapiaHTi mepeTBopmaacsad Ha «TpUMop’d», He PO3LJIATAETHCS AK aJIbTepHATHUBA IS
yrencrsa B €C i HATO. Ha cygacHoMy eTarri BOHA HE Ma€ CAMOCTIHOIO XapakTepy, JOMOBHIOIOYUN
3arajIoM Ipo3axigHy opienTariio I101b1i Ta iHIMUX 1 YYaCHUKIB.

V 3B’43KY i3 3aIyueHHsaM 10 «[HiaTuB1 TPHOX MOPIBY» 12 KpaiH Ta aKTUBHOI PO.JIi B HHOMY
Xopsarii, PyMyHil Ta iHIMX lep;KaB BOHA BTPavae 3B’I30K 3 TIEPBICHOI0 KOHIIETIIIEI0 « MIKMOD'ST».
Crae dopMaToM perioHaJbHOro CHiBpoOIiTHHITBA B paMkax €C, OJHAK Mae JOCUTH MillHi
nigBamHM. 1T yCITiX 3a/1eKUTh TAKOK Bijl 30BHINIHIX YMHHUKIB: B3aeMUH 3axij — Pocis, akTUBHOCTI
CIIA B HenTpaibhiid Ta CXigHill €BPOI Ta BA/KKO IEPEI0AYYBAHOTO MANOYTHHOIO EBPOCOIO3Y.
MosKHa JIOBro AUCKYTYBAaTH 3 MPUBOAY (DYHKIOHAJIBHOCTI Ta KOHKYPEHTOCIPOMOKHOCTI HOBOTO
00’eTHAHHA 10 BiTHOIIEHHIO O iHIMUX YMUCJEHHUX PErioHAJIbLHUX YTBOPEHDb, OJHAK BA/KIMBUM
3aJUIIAEThCA  OHEe: pearmizamisg iximiaTmBu  «TpuMop’s»  3allyCTUTH TIPOIEC  TTOOYIOBH
eHePTreTUBHOI HE3IE;KHOCTI KpalH CXiTHOEBPOIEChKOro periony Bif Pocil.

Ha camiTi 20 4epBHSA 2022 POKY Kpainu iHimiatusm « Tpumop’sy Hagam YKpaidi 0co0mBoro
cTaTycy mapTHepa-yJacHIKa 00’ e THAHHA. BapTo 3a3HAYMTH, 10 YWIEHCTBO YKpainu y < TpuMopiy —
1Ie YACTHHA ILISIXY HAIIOI JePs;KaBU 0 WIECHCTBA y EBponelicbkomy Corosi. Koneniist nmepeabauae
PO3BUTOK CBiTOBOI TOPTiBJi HIIAXOM CTBOPEHHS HOBUX €BPOICICHKUX JIOTICTUYHUX KOPHIOPIB,
TOMY YKpaiHi Ba;KJIMBO CTATH OJHUM i3 TPAH3UTEPIB 1M IILISTXAMHI.

Crijg BUILIMTH JeKiIbKa HanmpAMKIB cIiBrpaii VKpaiHm 3 KpalHaMU-y4acHUIISIMUI
«TpuMop’si»: CTBOPEHHSI TpaHCEBPOIEchbKOI apromaricTpani Via Carpathia, ne Vkpaina Oyjie
BiflirpaTit po.Jib BayKIMBOTO JOTICTUYHOIO IIEHTPY; eHepreTUYHa CITBIpaIy, YKpaiHa Mae ofHi 3
HAMOLIBIINX CXOBUII[ I'a3y B PErioHi i, BAKOPUCTOBYIOUH MOK/IMBOCTI iHTepKOHEKTOPIB [10.1bIIa —
CuroBauunna, ITopiia — YKpaina, MOKINBO 3aJ0BOJIbHUTU IOTPeOU BCiX KpaiH TpuMop’s; eKcIopT
VKPaiHCHbKOI eJIeKTpOoeHeprii Mo;Ke JONMOMOITH KpaiHaM «TpuMop’sa» cTaTu He3aJeKHUM Bif
eHepreTHYHoro Tucky P®d; indpacrpykrypa Ta aipKuTamsamis (KpaiHd MaioTh MPAIOBATH HaJ,
PO3MIMPEHHAM IYHKTIB IPOIyCKY HA KOpJAoHax YKpainn). Haia gepskaBa MOKe HAJIaTH IITPUMKY
fparaTboM iHGPACTPYKTYPHUM MPOEKTaM Y Taay3i AWIKUTATIZAINT Ta MOCWINTH PerioHATbHI
mdposi 3B’ a3k, OTOK, iHilaTnBa «TpuMop’ay —Iie MepcreKkTUBa YKpaiHU 3aliHdATH Micie Ha
€BPOIEICHKOMY PUHKY 1 IIOBHICTIO BiAMOBUTHCS BiJl JIOTICTUYHUX 3B I3KIB 3 KPATHOIO-OKYITAHTOM.

Konouosi caopa: PerionaibHe o6’eqnandsa, Tpumop’s, Mizkmop’a, Kpainu IleHTpajbHO-
Cxignoi €pponu, [HiliaTUBU TPHOX MOPIB

HuryBannga:  Mykhtunenko, V. (2023). Concepts of Regional Association of Central and Eastern European
Countries (20-21 centuries). Consensus, 3, 51-60.
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Problem statement. The transformations that took place in Europe at the turn of the
20-21 centuries played an important role and became pivotal in its history. The collapse of
the Soviet Union and the emergence of new countries on the political stage, which pursued
a pro-Western development path, led to the “renewal” of European institutional structures
and stimulated the formation of a new system of international relations.

In the context of radical changes in the European Union and intensified globalization
worldwide, regional security and local associations begin to play an important role.
Currently, in the context of the Russian-Ukrainian war, the unification of Central and
Eastern European countries becomes an even more relevant prospect. However, there are
numerous concepts of uniting the Central-Eastern region, which have been formed
throughout the twentieth century.

Analysis of recent research and publications. Considering the numerous ideas of
uniting the Central and Eastern European countries, it is difficult to understand why, until
now, such concepts of regional association have not been implemented. In this study, we
will attempt to analyze the aforementioned concepts and explore the prospects for their
implementation in the future.

The historiographical basis in the context of the formulated topic is reflected in the
works of numerous Ukrainian and foreign researchers, including Avtushenko I.,
Asaturov S., Vidnyansky S., Hnyazdovsky M., Demchyshak R., MagdaY., PotulskiY.,
Stepnevsky T. and others.

Main thesis statement. The formation of the concept of “Intermarium” took place in
the aftermath of the First World War when Central and Eastern Europe were in a state of
crisis. Poland, as a country that had experienced difficult periods in its history, was ready to
take on a leadership role in creating a union that would contribute to the restoration and
strengthening of the region. At that time, this idea was being developed in research as a
component of Polish diplomatic history and was part of the contemporary Polish political
thinking. It should be noted that this idea is an integral part of Polish geopolitical tradition.

The origins of this project date back to the Middle Ages when the Jagiellonian
concept emerged, uniting four countries under the rule of a single dynasty: Poland,
Hungary, Bohemia, and Lithuania in the 150 century. Thus, the “Intermarium” project is a
long-term idea based on geopolitical factors that affect this subregion. Modern Polish
political thought associates the integration project with J. Pilsudski’s idea of creating a
confederation with territories such as Poland, the Baltic countries, Finland, Czechoslovakia,
Hungary, Romania, Yugoslavia, Belarus, and Ukraine'.

Due to its location between Russia and Germany, J. Pilsudski believed that Poland’s
return to the status it had lost as a result of partitions was possible through the
implementation of two major concepts: the Promethean plan, which aimed to weaken
Russia as a country that posed a threat to all the peoples of Central and Eastern Europe,

"Mimyk B. HamjonaibHi iHTEpecH Ta aabTepHaTUBHI iHTErpaniiini nmpoekTu aep:Kkas IlenTpaabHol E€Bpony B
Meskax €C y cygacHuii nepioj. Haykoso-meopemuunuil arvmanax «I'paniy. 2021. N2 24. C. 146.
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and the “Intermarium” idea, a plan to unite the nations living between Russia and
Germany. In both concepts, Ukraine played a crucial role.

Already in 1920, J. Pilsudski abandoned his concept of a federative Central and
Eastern Europe by signing the Riga Agreement, which led to the division of Belarus and
Ukraine between Poland and the Soviet Union. After that, the idea of creating a bloc of third
forces between Western Europe and Russia, known as the “Intermarium”, emerged
following the dismantling of the Austro-Hungarian Empire according to the provisions of
the Treaty of Versailles. However, the Warsaw Treaty of May 1922, which was the last
serious effort by Polish diplomacy to create the “Intermarium”, was never ratified®.

After J. Pilsudski’s death in 1935, Polish Foreign Minister Jozef Beck continued to
develop the “Intermarium” plans by proposing the creation of the “Third Europe” in the
late 19308, a union between Poland, Romania, and Hungary. The initial stage of forming the
bloc involved establishing a common border between Poland and Hungary through
Carpathian Ukraine and improving relations between Poland and Romania. However,
Germany categorically rejected the idea of creating the bloc and Italy, which was not
interested, did not help in lobbying for the “Third Europe” project in Berlin. Hungary and
Yugoslavia were completely dependent on Germany’s economy and were unable to make
political decisions contrary to their interests. Unfortunately, the only achievement was the
conclusion of the Polish-Romanian alliance. Therefore, for Poland to realize the
“Intermarium” concept, it needed to have reliable military and economic potential’.

During the interwar period, the camps of Pilsudski and Endeks played the role of
antagonists in many important issues, including the future of “Intermarium” and Ukraine
within it. However, Adam Doboszynski, a representative of the young Endeks, expressed
the idea of creating a “great” nation in the early 1940s, which would include the French,
English, Germans, and Russians. He advocated statism and supported the idea of internal
imperial tolerance between ethnic groups, which would reduce the differences between
Poles and Ukrainians. This vision seemed promising as a theoretical basis for uniting Poles
and Ukrainians on the platform of “Intermarium™.

After World War II, the question of the necessity of uniting the nations of Europe into
a single entity became particularly relevant. This was necessary to organize
intergovernmental relations in a way that would ensure stability and security in the region
and to overcome the crisis caused by two world wars as quickly and efficiently as possible.

2 Mopososa O. Inea Mizkmop’a Ta ii peatizanig B cepeloBHILL TAPU3LKOI «KyabTypuy. OnbGilichkuti @opym —
2022: cmpamezii kpain IIpuvopromopcvkozo peziony 6 zeonoaimuuromy npocmopi: XVI MizkHap. HayK. KOHQ. 21
YepBHS 2022 P., M. MUKo.1aiB: mporpama ta te3u. YopHoM. Hail. yH-T iMm. [Terpa Moruiu. 2022. C. 6-7.

3 boitko T., Tanaiiko b., Cuporiok 10. Micig Ykpainu Ta HalioHaIbHI iHTEepecH B I100a1i30BaHOMY CBiTi: Bisis
Haujonaricti. IT'ami Banoepiscoki wumanma: 30ipuur mamepianic (9 mororo 2018 p., M. Kuis). Kuis-JIbBiB:
Hegep:kaBuuii anaxitTuaauii nentp «YCC/I» - Buj. «Actpoasioisy, 2018. C. 313.

4 Adanacbes LIO. VKpaiHa B IIOJLCLKUX KOHUCIIIAX «MizKMOD'S»: 1921-1046 pp. VKpaiHa B II0JbCLKUX
KOHIIENIISIX MIZKMOD'SI: 1921-1946 pp. VEpaina é cucmemi 3min napaouzmu ceimonopsaoxy XX-XXI cmoaims: Te3n
MizKHapoIHOT HAYKOBO-TIIPaKTUYHOI KOHQepeHllii, 19 6epesHs 2015 p. C. 58.
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Already during the interwar period, A.Briand and R. Coudenhove-Kalergi and others
expressed the first thoughts on the integration of Europe into a common uniory’.

After World War 1II, like many other countries in Eastern Europe, Poland found itself
under Soviet occupation. Some politicians, such as General V. Sikorski, continued to
support the idea of “Intermarium” as a prospective plan for the future. The government in
exile, led by V. Sikorski, held negotiations with Greek, Yugoslavian, and Czechoslovak
colleagues during World War 11, discussing aspects of the post-war order.

After the end of World War II, the main task became limiting the influence of the
Soviet Union on the countries of Central and Eastern Europe. The United States was
actively involved in implementing this plan. The National Security Council of the United
States was established in 1947 and in March 1948, it made a decision to coordinate a
campaign supporting resistance movements in the countries of the region.

The continuity of existence of organizations and personal inheritance was initiated
by the anti-Soviet movement during World War 11, prolonged by anti-communists during
the Cold War, and now is preserved in the minds of American conservatives, playing an
important role in modern efforts to revive “Intermarium”. One of the well-known projects
is the creation of a “New Europe” with Poland as the leader of a group of states united by a
common geopolitical space, including the idea of “Intermarium” and Poland’s missionary
activity in Ukraine and Lithuania.

The uncertainty regarding the relationship between the countries and peoples
residing in the geographical center of Europe is determined by economic, cultural,
religious, and political characteristics. The countries of Central and Eastern Europe were
set apart from the European context due to their cultural and historical peculiarities. These
states, which historically belonged to empires, found themselves located between major
powers after the world wars and served as a watershed between the West and Eastern
Europe, which was associated with Soviet Russia. With the weakening of the political
center, where a created power vertical was maintained, the Eastern European countries
began to seek a new support. In this situation, the only option for self-preservation for
them was to combine with Western structures, which gained momentum, and the process
of convergence with them started actively since the late 1980s.

However, after the start of Russia’s armed aggression against Ukraine in 2014
(annexation of Crimea and war in eastern Ukraine) and the sanctions imposed on it,
Russia’s influence in the Eastern European region significantly diminished and was limited
to historical and geographical dependence on energy resources’. The ageressive actions of
Russia on the territory of sovereign neighboring states led the Eastern European countries
to solidify their pro-American views and reorient towards Western Europe. In addition,

5 Tkau B.A. Izes 00’eHanol €Bponu y Horiaaax AnbTbepo Crine/ni. «/Ini nayku @itocodcvkozo garyavmemy —
2017y (25-26 Keimmna 2017 p.): mamepiaru O0onogioell ma eucmynic. K.: BugaBHUYO-10irpadiuyHuii 1EeHTD
«KuiBchbKuii yHiBepeurery, 2017. U. 7. C. 37.

(’MI/IX'I‘YHCHKO B. TminfiaTtusa «Tpumop’ss» K cTpaTeriyHuil MPOEKT «HOBOI» E€Bporm. Kowcewcyc. 2022. N° 3.
C. 85.

X 50 Xk



KOHC CEHCCY C
Howmep 3/ 2023 C ONSENSUS

discredited international security agreements and the work of certain international
organizations, such as the OSCE, contributed to this. The war in Ukraine demonstrates the
actual inability to provide any security through these instruments.

As for Poland, the main generator of the idea of uniting Eastern Europe, after the
liberal rule in the years 2007-2015, the parliamentary majority and the presidency were
won by the national-conservative “Law and Justice” party. This party demanded the
strengthening of Poland’s position in the EU and relations with other countries while
maintaining close ties with the United States. It was during this time that thinking in terms
of political realism, spheres of influence, and geopolitical power was revived. However,
compared to the period of 2005-2007, “Law and Justice” abandoned attempts to confront
Russia and create a sphere of influence in Eastern Europe. Particularly after 2014, it seemed
that the Polish authorities had accepted that Russia remained the dominant force in the
post-Soviet space. The politicians of “Law and Justice” expressed the opinion that in the
current format of the EU, which is dominated by Germany, it harms the interests of other
members.

Overall, the concept of “Intermarium” was revived by Andrzej Duda, who came to
power in Poland in 2015. For the first time in many years, a high-ranking politician directly
referred to the concept of “Intermarium”, stating that the turbulent situation in the world
and within the EU compels the countries of Eastern Europe, which have a common
historical experience, economic and cultural ties, to closely cooperate. Andrzej Duda
believed that the cooperation of Eastern European countries is necessary for them to
effectively pursue their interests within the EU. Some countries are re-establishing zones
of influence or forming regional coalitions (such as Scandinavia and the Benelux), or
completely withdrawing from integration processes (United Kingdom). This means that
national and regional interests begin to outweigh pan-European interests. The
institutionalization of the “Intermarium” concept would correspond to this logic. It would
allow for the realization of the conservatives’ thesis on the necessity of building a “New
Europe” instead of a supranational superstate. Strengthening cooperation among countries
close to each other would be the means to achieve this goal.

In reality, the modern concept of “Intermarium” is almost entirely oriented towards
the East. As a result of the hostilities in Ukraine, it becomes clear that geopolitical
cooperation with the majority of the former Soviet countries (and even Belarus, in the event
of a political change) is necessary. In such a situation, the southern vector of the concept,
which is now called “Three Seas” due to the participation of countries located near the
Adriatic Sea, is actively developing’.

The first step towards actualizing the “Three Seas” concept was taken in 2015
through the initiative of the presidents of Poland, Andrzej Duda, and Croatia, Kolinda
Grabar-Kitarovi¢. In 2016, the first summit of twelve states took place in Dubrovnik with
the aim of creating the “Three Seas Initiative”. The leadership of EU member states from

" Stepniewski T. Inicjatywa Tréjmorza: uwarunkowania geopolityczne i nowy model regionalnej wspoélpracy.
Studia Europejskie. 2018. N2 2. S. 33—43.
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Estonia to Croatia and Bulgaria was invited to participate in the summit. Only Austria from
the “old” EU member states was invited. Officially, the “Three Seas” is an economic and
infrastructure projects®.

Projects planned within the framework of the “Three Seas Initiative” are of large
scale (Poland-Croatia gas pipeline, Lithuania-Greece highway) and their implementation
will take several years. However, the assessment of project success will only be possible
after their completion. The concept of the “Three Seas Initiative” primarily focuses on
economic and infrastructure goals. Their achievement and success depend on the political
will of individual participating countries as well as external factors. The countries involved
in the “Three Seas Initiative” are to varying degrees dependent on external forces (the
European Union, NATO, and the United States), which requires them to play certain roles
but also provides broad opportunities to exercise sovereign rights, particularly in the field
of foreign policy.

During the initial summits of the participating countries, ways to achieve the set
goals were outlined, including?:

1) economic growth of the region’s GDP through increased activity in the service
sector and trade, both within the Eastern European region and in relations with
neighboring countries (which opens up significant prospects for Ukraine);

2) increased interest from foreign investors;

3) establishment of a comprehensive energy security system;

4) implementation of geopolitical strategies through strengthening the unity of the
“Three Seas Initiative” countries;

5) implementation of modern advancements in digital technologies through
targeted investment, significant improvement in information exchange and utilization;

6) development of projects addressing climate change by reducing carbon
emissions through the development of modern energy infrastructure.

Among the external actors of international relations, the United States is primarily
interested in this concept as the integration of the Eastern European region and the
creation of a unified collective security system there are key objectives for their policy of
restraining Russia. Considering the above, Germany, which historically designed its own
geopolitical structure for this territory, may oppose the integration of Eastern European
countries. Discrepancies between Germany and Poland regarding the Nord Stream 2 gas
pipeline, climate neutrality, EU institutional reform, and the role of the United States in
Europe may affect Germany’s policy toward the “Three Seas Initiative”.

To sum up, it is worth noting that the development of the geopolitical strategy of the
“Three Seas Initiative” directly depends on the conformity of the concept to the geopolitical

8 3arpe6eapnuii I. MizkMop’s: (Maiizke) BrpadcHuil mane. Kuis: GOI1 Xarikos, 2019. C. 202.

9 KoOariok M.B., Kosoariok I.O. Ininiarusa Tpbox MopiB K e(EKTUBHUII ULIAX PO3BUTKY MizKHADOJHOIO
E€KOHOMIYHOIO CIBPOOITHUIITBA. Tpancnopm ma A0ZICMUKA: CYHACHT GUEAUKU MA NEPCNCKMUBU PO3CUMEKY:
MarTepiain MizKH. HayK-1mIpakT. KoH®., M. Oneca, 18 jucronazaa 2021 p. Oxeca: JV IPEE] HAH Vkpainu, 2021.
C.121.
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plans of the participating countries. After implementing the initiatives within the project,
the countries involved in the “Three Seas Initiative” should achieve a high level of regional
cooperation, intensify cooperation with partner countries and the European Union as a
whole, thereby ensuring systematic deepening of European integration.

The successful implementation of the “Three Seas Initiative” may be influenced by
Poland’s gradual alienation from the European Union. This fact motivates the current
Polish government to create alternative projects, but it may also push other EU members
away from them. The further course of events will also be determined by the internal
political dynamics of the project participants. Changes in ruling parties in individual
countries can significantly impact their foreign policy priorities. For example, the victory of
liberal parties in Poland would bring about a “softening” of positions towards the European
Union and attempts to enhance cooperation with the “core of old Europe”, namely
Germany and France. Therefore, any fluctuations in the political situation can lead to a
decline in interest in the regional cooperation format represented by the “Three Seas
Initiative”.

However, Russia’s openly expansionist policy and its full-scale invasion of Ukraine
convince us that the countries of Eastern Europe will only intensify the process of creating
a regional security system by involving Ukraine in it. Confirmation of this thesis can be
seen in Ukraine being granted partner-participant status in the “Intermarium” initiative in
June 2022.

Conclusions. Ukraine’s approximation to “Intermarium” has several advantages for
integration. Firstly, it provides another channel of cooperation through projects with its
eastern neighbor, which aspires to join the EU. Ukraine is part of the EU Strategy for the
Danube Region, which includes the Odessa region, and more platforms like this are
needed. Secondly, Kyiv would bring invaluable “deep knowledge” about the region, its
complexities, and risks that few possess. Thirdly, it would give “Intermarium” a stronger
Black Sea character, which some participating countries (such as Romania) would likely
welcome. Finally, it is strange to discuss energy projects and security, which are among the
priority investment areas, without the involvement of Kyiv. The political context makes
Ukraine a likely supporter of the Common Energy Policy rather than separate initiatives
that contradict it, thus becoming a factor of discipline and convergence within the Union.

Therefore, summarizing all the aforementioned, we can conclude that any project of
uniting Eastern Europe requires years of painstaking diplomatic and economic work on
multiple fronts by several countries simultaneously. If the political elites of the main
potential participant countries can reach an agreement and carry out this work with the
perspective of creating the project, it can become one of the most promising projects of the
218 century, revitalizing and strengthening a united Europe. However, it requires bold and
unconventional steps from many countries. If the political elites of Eastern European
countries are not ready for such work, each country will have to seek integration and build
a security space around itself using old mechanisms that have persisted since the time of
the bipolar system of international relations. Nevertheless, the emergence of such an
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initiative already indicates a certain structuring of the political space in Central and
Eastern Europe.
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