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PROBLEMS OF TEACHING SUBJECTS OF SPIRITUAL
AND MORAL DIRECTION IN THE UKRAINIAN PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS

In the article the process of introducing subjects of spiritual and moral orientation inprimary and secondary
schools of Ukraine is considered. The problematic moments in the teaching of subjects of spiritual and moral
orientation in schools of Ukraine have been analyzed. The best options for further organization of teaching subjects of
spiritual and moral orientation in primary and secondary schools are determined.
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Bonix H. B. IIpoonemu euknadanusa npeomemis OyX06HO-MOPAIbHO20 CHPAMYGAHHA Y 3AKAA0AX 3A2ATbHOT
cepednvoi oceimu Ykpainu. Y cmammi po3ensdacmscs npoyec SnposaA0NCeHHs HAGUAIbHUX NpeoMemié OYyXO6HO-
MOPANIbHO20 CHPSAMYSAHHS 6 3aKAA0aX 3a2aibHOil cepednvoi ocsimu Ykpainu. IIpoananizoeano npobiemui momenmu
BUKIIAOAHHS NPEOMEmi8 OYXO08HO-MOPAIbHO2O CHPAMOGAHHS, 4 MAKOMC SUSHAYCHO HAUKPAWi eapianmu nooaisuioi
opeaHizayii ix GUKIAOAHHS 8 YKPAITHCOKUX UKOJLAX.

Knrouosi cnosa: npeomemu O0yxosHO-MOPAIbHO20 CAPIMYSAHHS, 3aKIA0U 3A2ANbHOI CcepedHbol oceimu,
OpeaHizayis 6UKIAOAHHL.

Almost everywhere in Western Europe, the debate about the place of religious education in the school
curriculum is going on. This debate is colored by the constitutional tradition, the school system, and the particular
church-state regime in each country. Despite these national differences, there is also a common theme: the place of
religious education in a changing society, characterized by secularization, religious diversity and de-traditionalization.

Subjects of spiritual and moral orientation are a necessary component of the education system in Ukrainian
schools. In the conditions of polyconfessional Ukrainian society, an important topic in the teaching of spiritual and
moral content is the formation of religious tolerance and mutual respect in children. We consider, that regardless of
national and religious affiliation and worldview, the learner should be able to learn about the spiritual roots of the
Ukrainian nation, about the moral and religious traditions of other nationalities that make up the single nation of
Ukraine. At the same time, the ways to implement these tasks need to be refined. Therefore, there is a perception or
non-perception of the need for religious education to be provided to students in primary and secondary schools. This
article is an attempt to consider the feasibility of religious and moral education. We emphasize that religious education
should stimulate the intercultural attitudes of pupils and that it should prepare them for participation as future citizens in
our secularized, multicultural society.

Analysis of the latest research. Ukrainian researchers consider the construction of the concept of work on
providing religious and moral education to children in different ways. The problems and prospects of interaction
between secular and religious education systems have been noted by several authors: M. Babii, A. Kolodnyi, P.
Yarotskyi [1], P. Kraliuk [4], S. Kovcuniak [2], A. Wright [19], J. Keast [17], R. Jackson [15, 16] and other. Problems
of teaching subjects of spiritual and moral orientation, the expediency of religious and spiritual education, and
peculiarity of the theoretical and methodological materials are discussed at scientific conferences, workshops, seminars,
etc. The process of organizing moral, religious and spiritual education is relevant today.

The aim of the article is clarification of issues and perspectives in the study of subjects of spiritual and moral
orientation in the Ukrainian primary and secondary schools.

Tasks of the article: to describe the process of introducing subjects of spiritual and moral orientation in
secondary schools of Ukraine; to highlight the problematic moments in the teaching of these subjects in schools of
Ukraine; to determine the best options for further organization of teaching subjects of spiritual and moral orientation in
primary and secondary schools.

The main content of the article. Introduction of teaching subjects of spiritual and moral orientation began in
Ukraine in the early 90s of last century and by the decision of local governments it became widespread in a number of
regions in Western Ukraine. From the late 1990s, the church community and parents, whose children went to school,
began to question the feasibility of ensuring the introduction of such teaching at the national level.

According to the Constitution of Ukraine (Part 3 of Article 35), the Law of Ukraine «On Freedom of Conscience
and Religious Organizations» and the Law of Ukraine «On Educationy», in Ukraine «school is separated from the
church». In Constitution of Ukraine, Art. 53, the right of everyone to education is proclaimsed [3]. Law of Ukraine «On
Education», Part 5 singles out the rights of national minorities in the field of education, but it does not mention the
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religious or ideological interests of citizens separately [8]. In the Law of Ukraine «On Freedom of Conscience and
Religious Organizations» there are some of general guarantees that promote citizens’ exercise of the right to religious
education [9].

The right of freedom of thought and religion is also enshrined in Article 13 of the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and Article 18 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to
which Ukraine has acceded. Guided by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (Articles 18, 26) and other
international declarations and conventions establishing the right of a person to freely profess his or her religion and
beliefs, to receive and educate children in accordance with own traditions in the spirit of respect for other people’s
traditions of spiritual morality direction does not contradict the secular character and Ukrainian education [5, p. 237].

In 2005 Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine issued Order Ne 437 «On the Study of Optional Courses
in Ethics of Faith and Religious Studies» in educational institutions, according to which the composition of a special
commission for the development of the content of optional courses in ethics of faith and religious studies was approved;
parents are given the right to choose subjects of spiritual and moral orientation for children to study; scientific-
methodical examination of educational programs, educational and methodical manuals on moral and ethical courses are
started [6]. Beginning in 2010, the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine approved the curricula «Fundamentals
of Christian Ethics», «Biblical History and Christian Ethics» for students in grades 1-11 of secondary schools, as well
as «Christian Ethics in Ukrainian Culture» and 22 other subjects [11]. Representatives of various churches took part in
writing this program.

These programs do not cause remarks on religious affiliation, however, they promote the education of interfaith
tolerance, contributing to social harmony. The study of subjects of spiritual and moral orientation, contributes to the
general growth of the role of morality in society and overcoming interfaith contradictions. Regardless of own national
and religious affiliation and worldview, the pupils should be able to learn about the spiritual roots of the Ukrainian
nation, about the moral and religious traditions of other nationalities that make up the single people of Ukraine.

During the last ten years, the issues of teaching spiritual and moral education, ensuring the proper education of
the younger generation remain in the center of attention of Ukrainian state leaders. Evidence of this is the signing in
2015 by the President of Ukraine of the Decree «On the Strategy of national-patriotic education of children and youth
for 2016-2020», which approved the relevant Strategy, which for the first time at the level of decrees of the President of
Ukraine defined the introduction of spiritual and moral disciplines personality and the basis for national and patriotic
education [10]. In 2020, the Draft Law on Amendments to the Law of Ukraine «On Education» to Ensure the Quality of
Educational Literature was proposed (Ne 3900) [7]. This project is dangerous because it has a mechanism through which
it is possible to eliminate all family curricula and Christian ethics in the school, as well as to delete from other textbooks
any information about family and national values of our people under the pretext that someone thinks it has signs of
discrimination. Project is still being discussed today, primarily because it lays down mechanisms to combat subjects of
spiritual and moral orientation in primary and secondary schools.

The main tasks of the subjects of spiritual and moral orientation are: deepening knowledge about man and moral
relations in society, the basic moral norms and values of the people of Ukraine and humanity in general, the culture of
communication and behavior; promoting the formation of personality; proving formation of children’s understanding of
the purpose and meaning of human life; leading to formation of a respectful attitude to the bearers of cultures and
traditions different from their own, the ability to live and work in today’s multicultural and multi-confessional world;
creating the willingness to respect the right of everyone to freedom of conscience, etc. [12]. But in Ukrainian practice it
is difficult to implement these tasks, especially because are differing approaches about the aims and purposes of
subjects: 1) the «confessional» approach (underlying this approach is the assumption that Christianity is perceived to be
the true way and that RE should seek to initiate pupils into it over the years of schooling); 2) the «factual» approach (it
adopts a neutral view about the truth or falsity of religions. It adopts the view that religions are an important
phenomenon in the world and so children, as citizens of the world, ought to know about them); 3) the «understanding
religion» approach (its concern is that children should understand religion, that is to see it from the inside, to stand in
other people’s shoes. The quality of empathy is therefore of central importance to this approach) [13, p.46—47].

In schools of Great Britain religious subjects should assist pupils to: acquire knowledge and understanding of the
central beliefs and practices of Christianity and of the other principal religious traditions represented in Great Britain;
develop an awareness of the ways in which religious belief affects the values and behaviour of individuals and
communities; make informed judgments about religious and moral issues; enrich their spiritual experience; search for
meaning, purpose and a faith to live by; explore fundamental questions of life in a religious context; reflect upon their
own beliefs and values in a positive way; develop empathy with people holding different religious beliefs and to respect
and value those beliefs [13, p. 56].

Unfortunately, some denominations, in order to compete and expand their sphere of influence, are not limited to
traditional means, and resort to new forms. In fact, such a new form for them is the teaching of Christian ethics in
school. They hope to consolidate their position among the younger generation [4, p. 93]. The Greek Catholics and
Protestant Churches are the most active in this regard. As for them, the subject of the Christian ethics has become a
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means of catechesis in a secular school and the opportunity to instill in young people certain views, stereotypes of
perception that are close to them and in the long run could work in their favor.

Some Ukrainian scientists accent that certain attempts are being made to clericalize educational institutions, to
transfer the atmosphere of inter-confessional rivalry and inter-church confrontation of the Orthodox Churches in
Ukraine to secondary schools and sometimes to higher educational institutions. This negatively affects the moral and
psychological atmosphere of the children themselves, the relationships between teachers and students, parents of
students and teachers of Christian ethics [2, p. 197; 1, p. 140-147].

Leaders of religious organizations advocate religious education and upbringing in schools, which can lead to a
biased understanding of religion and make it impossible for students to be ecumenical. However, subjects which include
religious content in American public schools point to potential advantages for intellectual and moral development.
These proposals include moral arguments, which suggest that religious literacy is an individual and social good [18, p.
363].

Today teachers’ work should involve cooperation with a denomination (Greek Catholic, Orthodox or Protestants
clergies). Religious leaders or clergy come to school and begin to teach children. Religious leaders or clergy come to
school and begin to teach children. Very often lessons are conducted by priests without pedagogical education. For the
most part, parents agree that the child should be present at the lesson, but let’s imagine: how can some parents react
when one of the representatives of neo-religions comes to the pupils in the class? That’s why we need a «golden meany
in teaching subjects — the use of methods of teaching children which are used by many religious organizations (religious
songs, picters, games). However, a significant disadvantage in this context is the dominant problem of teacher
qualifications. In the practice of schools it is observed that lessons of subjects of spiritual and moral orientation are
conducted by primary school teachers, teachers of physical education, Ukrainian language and literature or teachers of
any other subject in the school, because there are not enough hours of load. Another problem is that school director
sometimes does not require prepared lesson plans, for example from Christian ethics, due to optional nature. Therefore,
the topics are chaotic and shoddy. The question of skilled work on subjects of spiritual and moral orientation arises. In
this situation main reference point in this work is the current standard programs of education. In Ukraine there is some
methodical and practical manual on the ethics of faith and religious studies are decorated according to current standard
programs, but there are not enough.

So, in which direction should we be heading? Firstly, we have to admit that the introduction of training courses
of spiritual and moral orientation in secondary schools without intra-confessional differentiation is effective and
necessary. Introduction of an independent, nondenominational, and obligatory subject about religions, ethics,
citizenship, and philosophy is the most promising option (like in Belgium) [14, p. 483]. In addition, denominational
religious education can still be offered as an optional subject. This double system seems the best approach to cope with
the educational challenges, the freedom of religion, and (religious) education in Ukraine today. Secondly, it is necessary
to have educational and methodical material which would promote cultivate civic responsibility, respect for other
religions, freedom of conscience and freedom of religion. The lack of methodological developments in teaching
subjects of spiritual and moral content for children, which can be guided by practicing teachers or parents, has provoked
lively discussions among religious scholars, religious hierarchs, teachers, parents, the public. Thirdly, the subject of
spiritual and moral orientation can be taught by teachers of general educational institutions who have undergone
appropriate pedagogical training in higher educational institutions.

Conclusion. We agree with Robert Jackson when he argues that «all schools should promote social justice
(including religious tolerance), knowledge about religions, the development of the pupils’ skills of criticism and
independent thinking, and also the dialogue and interaction between pupils of different backgrounds» [15, p. 161-162].
Social conditions that have developed today in Ukraine and in the world contribute to the deformation of the value
system. Love, family, cultural values, basic moral norms are depreciating. This can be hindered by the methodologically
correct introduction of subjects of spiritual and moral orientation in primary and secondary schools. The result of the
study of subjects of spiritual and moral orientation is to increase the spiritual and moral level of the younger generation,
formation of a stable system of motivation and worldviews, the Ukrainian nation formation as a society of spiritually
healthy individuals with a high level of moral qualities and patriots of Ukraine.
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K3 Tpocmaneywvkoi micoxoi paou

«Mys3eiino-eucmasxosuii yenmpy «Tpocmaneyvkuii»

m. Tpocmsineyws, Cymcoroi 0on., Yipaina

CIIEHUDIKA ):[IHJILHOCTI"MY3E1B HOBOI'O THITY (HA ITPHKJIAAI KOMYHAJIBHOT O
3AKJIALY TPOCTSHELBKOI MICBKOI PAIN «MY3EMHO-BUCTABKOBHUM IEHTP
«TPOCTAHELIbKHUH»)

Y cmammi  posensoaemvcs  npobnema  QyHKyionyeammsi  My3eliHO-6UCIIABKOBUX —YeHmpI@ 8  YyMO8ax
AOMIHICMAaMUEHO-MepumopianrbHoi  pepopmu. Aemop nponoHye wiisxu peanizayii NOUMUSHUX 6NIUGIE 3 OOKY
0epoHcasHoi 610U Ma OPeaHie Micyego2o camospsady8aHHs Ha 2any3b Kyavmypu. Okpemy ysaey y cmammi npuoiieHo
pobomi Komynanvnozo 3akiady Tpocmsineyvkoi micokoi padu «Myseiino-eucmagkosuil yenmp « Tpocmsmeybkuily.
Ipononyromoca Hanpamxu OifnibHOCMI CHPAMOBAHI HA NOKPAWjeHHA poOOmuU 3aK1A0i8 N08 A3AHUX i3 MY3elHO
cnpasor. 3eepmacmucsi ysaza na nompeby po3pooKu Oisi KOMYHAIbHUX 3aK1A0I6 CIPAmMe2iuHux HANPSMKIG PO3GUMKY 3
no3uyii nyoniyHo20 ynpasiinHs.

Kntouosi cnosa: myseiina cnpaea, KOMYHAIbHI 3aK1A0U Kylbmypu, nyOniuHe YAPAGNiHHA, Op2aHu MiCUeso2o
Ccamosps0yB8aHHs, OPLAHI3AYIIHUL MEXAHIZM, KepOBaHUll YNPAGIIHCOKUL eKCHePUMEHM.

Medvedev I.A. The specifics of the activities of museums of a new type (on the example Pl TRSE «Museum
andexhibition centre «Trostiayts».

The article deals with the functioning of museum and exhibition centers in the context of administrative and
territorial reform. The author proposes ways to implement positive influences from the state and local authorities in this
branch of culture. The author devotes a special place in this work to the activities of the Communal institution of the
Trostyanetsky city council "Museum and exhibition center" Trostyanetsky ".

The directions of positive influence aimed at improving the work of institutions related to museum activities are
proposed. The author draws attention to the development of strategic directions of activity for public utilities in the
sphere of culture.

Key words: museum on the right, communal mortgage of culture, public administration, organisation of self-
production, organizing mechanics, kerovanie management experiment.

IMocTanoBka mnpoOiaeMu. Myseld sk (EHOMEH CY4acHOTO CYCIJIBCTBA MOXKHA PO3TJLINATH Yy TaKHX
ACTIeKTaX:BIATBOPEHHS KYJIBTYPHOI CIAIIMHU;PO3BUTOK KyIBTYPHOI Ta OCBITHBOI OOi3HAHOCTI Cepel HaCeleHHS B
YMOBax Ii100abHOI Ta HAILliOHAJIBFHOI KPU3H (CHIPHSHHS MOIIYKY alTbTepPHATUBHUX JKEpeN KyJIbTypHOTO Ha/J0aHHS Ta
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