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DEVELOPMENT OF LANGUAGE ABILITY AND SPEECH ACTIVITY

The article reflects and analyzes such a phenomenon as language ability and
components that affect language ability and speech activity. Language ability is
considered in the article as one of the important constituents in the process of speech
and learning a foreign language. Speech activity is realized on the basis of developed
language ability. The article describes the constituents influencing the development of
speech activity and factors (general intelligence, memory, logic, information processing
speed, hearing) that contribute to the development of language ability. The purpose of
the article is to identify the components of formation, structure and development of
language ability. The practical importance of the study lies in the fact that
understanding the components of the development of language ability allows us to
improve the learning process. Knowing the peculiarities of the formation of language
abilities will help to find the ways to effectively learn not only foreign languages, but
also any educational material in general, and will be able to help eliminate problems
that prevent from understanding and reproducing speech.

Key words: language ability, speech activity, development, formation, research,
component, constituent, competence, sense of language, comprehension.

Introduction. The research of language ability plays an important role
in determining the methodological prerequisites for the successful learning
of a foreign language, determining the key points in the formation of a
linguistic personality. Realization of the communicative needs of a
personality is built through organized language ability. It consists of phonetic,
lexical, morphological, syntactic, semantic components. While studying the
issues related to the processes of teaching the English language,
methodological support and implementation of the prospects for applying
the acquired knowledge and skills, we want to attract attention to the
importance of studying language ability in general. In our turbulent, modern
world, when intercultural communication is developing rapidly, there is an
interest in studying the problem of language abilities. The mastery of speech
occurs in infancy, and throughout the whole life speaking skills are being
improved. The perception of native speech begins from the relatives and the
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people around the child, when a child hears sounds and tries to imitate them
with meaningful senses, the child strives for communication and self-
expression. Communication takes place not only externally, but also at the
internal mental level. At the beginning there is an unconscious mastery of
the most complex mechanisms of speech, and, in the future all the processes
are realized, become purposeful, conscious, subject to self-control. It is very
important to study language ability for successful learning, for determining
the key points in the formation of a personality capable of understanding
and communication.

Aim of the Study. The purpose of the article is to identify the consti-
tuents of the formation, structure and development of the language ability,
the components that form language ability, allowing development of speech
activity. Knowing the peculiarities of the language ability formation will help
to find the ways to effectively study not only foreign languages, but also any
educational material in general, and may also be able to help in eliminating
problems that prevent from understanding and reproducing speech.
Scientific novelty of research lies in the fact that components that make up
the language ability are identified and methods for the development of the
language ability of students are described on the basis of the synthesis of
logical and creative ways of speech activity. The practical importance of the
study lies in the fact that understanding the components of the language
ability development allows us to improve the learning process.

The problem under consideration lies in the sphere of interest of many
sciences, i.e. linguistics, psychology, psycholinguistics, neuroscience.
Linguistics studies the text from which the material is taken, psycholinguistics
studies the living language, how a thought turns into a word, and then into
speech, how the brain decodes signals from the sound stream into meanings,
how it works in the brain, how it is obtained from nerve impulses, a physical
signal is obtained form an immaterial idea. For a linguist, the system of
means of expression is important, for psychologist — the process of speech
itself, for a pathologist or correctional teacher (defectologist) — possible
deviations from the normal course of this process. And each of these
specialists builds their own systems of models of speech acts, speech actions
or speech reactions, depending not only on their objective properties, but
also on the point of view of the given science at the moment.

Analysis of relevant research. At the present stage, this issue is in the
center of scientific interests of many researchers. The analysis of theoretical
sources has shown that many scientists N. Chomsky, A. Leontiev, C. Osgood,
P. Robinson, R. Penrose, J. Lotman, T. Chernigovskay, A. Luria, A.Vygotsky,
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A. Potebnya, A.Shakhnarovich, S. Pinker and many others studied human
language abilities, structural and functional features of speech, human
brains, their functioning and development.

Before defining language ability, we should specify what language is.
By human language, we mean a complex system of codes that has been
formulated in social history. The word as a carrier of a certain meaning is
the main element of the language. The word denotes things, signs,
actions, relationships. The word unites objects into the known systems,
that is, it codes our experience (Luria, 2019, 32).

To begin with, we will give a definition to language ability and what
forms the language ability. According to A. Leontiev, language ability is a
psycho-physiologically conditioned social phenomenon that ensures
language acquisition, complex and multifaceted phenomenon in the
observed manifestations, acting in various objective qualities as a function
of the brain and as a reflection of the relations of the objective reality, as
natural and as social, as conscious and as unconscious, as an ideal and as a
fundamentally sign phenomenon. Language ability is one of the key
concepts of psycholinguistics; a multilevel hierarchically organized
functional system that is formed in the psyche of a native speaker in the
process of ontogenetic development. The multi-quality of language ability
gives rise to the diversity of its study (Leontiev, 2017, p. 57).

The essence of the language ability lies in the fact that it is a special
kind of intellectual and speech activity aimed at mastering the language as a
sign-symbolic system and manifested in the creative use of previously
acquired language means. The specificity of language ability is that it is
formed only in the process of communication, is closely related to the pecu-
liarities of the development of higher mental functions and ultimately deter-
mines the difficulties in assimilating of human culture (Bozhovych, 1997).

For the more accurate study of language abilities, linguists divide
them into separate types. There are several accepted classifications from
different scientists. Robinson’s model is one of the most complete and
understandable. He divided all language abilities into three broad
categories. The first is general intelligence, which in one way or another
affects the learning process and usage of the language (memory capacity
and analogical reasoning, fluid intelligence, speed of information
processing). The second is directly language abilities (a sense of grammar,
semantic memory). And the third category is the additionally acquired
characteristics that help in mastering the language: linguistic experience,
level of knowledge and personality traits (Robinson, 2001, p. 371).
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According to A. Shakhnarovich, speech activity is an accessible field
for study of language abilities. Speech activity presupposes the whole
complex of various abilities, the ability to perceive and evaluate the
content verbally and to express one’s verbal thoughts in accordance with
the theme and intention of the statement. Perception of a text by a
person presupposes the work of thought; the analysis of the effectiveness
of speech activity largely depends on a person’s ability to predict, that is,
the ability to foresee the emergence of a possible situation
(Shakhnarovich, 2011, 196).

One of the main issues of modern psycholinguistics is the question
of the innate nature of language ability. According to N. Chomsky’s theory,
a child from birth possesses some innate knowledge, the content of which
is the universal grammar, which consists of a basic set of rules necessary
for mastering any natural language. Language ability is congenital,
genetically inherited formation (Chomsky, 1986, p. 4).

Other scientists such as A. Leontiev, L. Vygotsky, A. Luria and others
keep to cognitive approach of language acquisition. According to the
cognitive approach, language acquisition occurs on the basis of
development of its cognitive and social skills (Vygotsky, 2014).

Language ability is a complex, lifetime, ontogenetic formation, the
leading role in the formation and development of which is played by the
environment, education and upbringing, and the natural prerequisite is
the presence of potentialities, anatomical and physiological characteristics
of the brain and nervous system (Rubinshtein, 1998, p. 536).

Disputes between supporters and opponents of the idea of the
innate language ability are still continuing. We will not deny that both
approaches make sense, since the genetic and social, that is, the acquired
peculiarities under the influence of the environment also affect formation
and development of language abilities.

Language ability implies understanding of speech, processing and
speech production, comprehension and language acquisition. Production
of speech is a branch of psycholinguistics that studies the mechanisms of
constructing a coherent, correctly grammatically and lexically formalized
statement that is adequate in a given social context.

According to the model of V. Levelt and K. Bock, the process of
speech production in general terms is as follows: the generation of an
utterance begins at the pre-verbal level of the message (or the level of
conceptualization), which includes appearance of a motive, selection of
information for the implementation of this motive, and highlighting the
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most important information; followed by the level of functional processing
at which the recourse occurs; the level of positional processing, at which
the semantics is no longer accessed; the last two levels are united under
the general name of grammatical coding. Finally, the fourth level — the
level of morpho-phonological coding includes the choice of sound forms
and intonation (the last three levels are often combined under the name
of the formulation of the language form of the message). After the
sequential work of these four, relatively independent from each other,
levels of processing, it remains only to go to the articulation system (Bock
& Levelt, 1994, p. 185).

Finally, another important stage in the process of understanding
speech is the search for words in the mental vocabulary. A significant
place in the study of the mechanisms of speech understanding is occupied
by the question of individual differences between people depending on
the volume of their working memory.

Research methods. In the course of the research we used the analysis
of the literature on the topic of the study, assessment of pedagogical
experience, systematization and generalization in order to formulate
conclusions based on the studied scientific literature; empirical method,
based on observation and experience; the method of logical analysis, the
method of expert assessments, direct observation of the communication of
students during free activity and in the process of organized classes.

Results. In the course of the study, the following components of lan-
guage ability were identified: phonetic — the sound side of speech: sound
pronunciation, phonemic perception, that is, the pronunciation of sounds as a
result of the coordinated work of all parts of the speech motor apparatus;
morphological — the ability to highlight the general meaning and sound cha-
racteristic of one morpheme in different words; the ability to combine mor-
phemes according to the rules of the language in the process of shaping and
word formation; the formation of grammatical categories in language cons-
ciousness; syntactic — the ability to compose sentences, to combine words in
a sentence grammatically and correctly; lexical dictionary and its gramma-
tically correct use of words denoting objects, phenomena, actions and signs
of the surrounding reality. There are distinguished passive and active vocabu-
laries. The passive vocabulary is understood as the ability to understand
words, and the active vocabulary is their use in speech. The level of vocabu-
lary development is determined by quantitative and qualitative indicators.

Thus, based on the foregoing, we see that the main components of
language ability form sound culture, grammatical structure of speech,
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activate vocabulary, and build coherent speech. These tasks are solved
throughout the training, improving and complicating at each stage of
training.

Therefore, language ability is a multi-level organized functional
system, which includes intelligent general and special — linguistic
(consisting of speech parts) components, which allow the selection of
functional elements for the implementation of communication. Each
component of language ability has a certain structure of skills and abilities,
without which it is impossible to create effective learning models. Speech
ability is a component of language ability and has an impact on personality
formation.

The indicators of the development of language ability are
proficiency in the semantics of the language, the ability to consciously
perform logical-linguistic operations, the ability to create linguistic logical
thinking, linguistic intuition, and the figurative structure of speech, the
emotional expressiveness of oral and written speech. Language ability is
developed through a system of developing exercises consisting of logical
and language tasks, creative tasks designed for the development of
language guesswork, for the development of the creative component of
logical thinking, for the development of the figurative structure of speech
and figurative thinking, for the development of the emotional side of
speech and language sense ‘language intuition’.

We propose to consider the most important constituents of
language abilities that can be trained and used in practice. For example,
auditory memory is responsible for the perception and memorizing the
speech heard, and associative memory helps to learn new words. People
with well-developed visual memory remember the spelling of words well
and write competently in both their native and foreign languages. The
volume of memory is also very important, as it is responsible for the
amount of information stored in the brains — the number of words,
expressions and the rules that people can remember. The amount of
memory depends not only on age, but also on the characteristics of a
person. Someone remembers a lot of information, while someone
constantly forgets words. Most often, poor mechanical memory is
compensated by other abilities, for example, logical or associative
memory. Such language ability as hearing is largely dependent on
differential hearing sensitivity and phonetic coding ability. It is responsible
for the perception, recognition in the stream of speech of the sounds of
the language and their tones, their fixation in memory and reproduction.

165



[legaroriuni Hayku: Teopis, icTopis, iHHOBauilHi TexHoJorii, 2022, Ne 1 (115)

These abilities do not depend on the quality of hearing as such, but on the
ability of the brains to decipher the information received by ear, to break
the flow of speech into separate parts and quickly process them, to
distinguish intonation and minor differences in the articulation of sounds.
This also includes the ability to remember and repeat what was heard with
the same tones. Induction as a logical ability influences language learning
the most. Induction is the ability to extend the particular to the general,
that is, to notice general rules in individual examples, to find and use
patterns. This skill is often used in language: when we meet a new
construction in a certain context, we can subsequently use it in similar
cases. Induction capacity can vary from person to person, for some people
it is easy to transfer single experience to the whole language, but other
people do not notice analogies and learn the rules.

So, language abilities are differentiated in accordance with their
hierarchical structure of the language into phonetic, lexical and
grammatical. Moreover, each of the named language abilities has a
complex structure, which includes a number of common intellectual and
special linguistic components. In the structure of language ability,
grammatical ability is distinguished, the fundamental component of which
is the ‘sense of language’, which exists in two forms of unconscious and
conscious. “Linguistic instinct” can be purposefully developed in the
process of theoretical and practical learning. The development of abilities
and aptitudes is associated with the productivity of human activity and the
increase in the quality of higher mental functions. The development of
language abilities should take into account the laws of human
development, the age characteristics and the pedagogical laws of the
formation of personality (Vygotsky, 2014).

Grammatical sense as a language constituent plays its role as well.
We dare to say that our brains have specific features like grammatical
sense. It is responsible for the perception of grammar as a coherent
sequential system. People with a well-developed sense of grammar are
able to combine separate rules and patterns into a clear picture. They
quickly understand the peculiarities of word formation, the coordination
of words in a sentence, the use of tenses in different contexts. They know
how to build a new grammatical system, different from the system of their
native language, and quickly learn how to use it.

Lexical intuition is the ability to master the language profoundly.
Memory is responsible for memorizing the translation of the foreign word
into the native language, as well as for remembering associations and
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additional information related to the word. And lexical senses help to see
the shades of meaning in a new word, to draw parallels with other
languages, to be able to use words in the right context. A person with a
well-developed vocabulary when learning a foreign language builds a
separate coherent lexical system. We can also take into account the
factors that indicate a possible high level of proficiency in language. They
are as follows: musical hearing, high speed of speech and reading, good
diction and excellent ability to imitate. We claim that every person can
improve their language abilities to learn a language more effectively up to
a certain limit. Memory, hearing, logic can be developed through constant
practice. It is also important to learn to accept the limitations and
compensate them with other abilities. For example, if someone has
problems in understanding grammar, they can use memory to learn the
rules.

The above mentioned may be fully attributed to the problem of the
“sense of language”, its intuitive knowledge, which hasn’t been studied
sufficiently yet. In the psychological, methodological and linguistic
literature there is no common understanding of its essence and the ways
of development. This is manifested in a variety of terms used to denote
this concept: ‘sense of language’, ‘verbal instinct’, ‘linguistic flair’,
‘linguistic intuition’, ‘linguistic guess’, ‘unconscious generalizations’. The
discord in the terms is due to many different definitions of this concept,
reflecting its complex psychophysiological nature, as well as insufficient
research of intuitive thinking in general, the presence of various
interpretations of its essence.

Different types of exercises for developing language skills have been
developed. Among them there are descriptive exercises, situational
exercises, role game, creative exercises, for instance, giving suggestions,
reasons, giving some advice, questioning, acting out, making up stories,
giving heading to the texts, making up the ending to the stories, putting
the sentences in order to make the text, etc.

The results of the study suggest that the sense of language is
associated with development of language ability which can be acquired
through practice and training. We can infer that language sense or
intuition can be based on the experience of speaking and hearing, and
memory provides solutions based on experience.

Conclusions and prospects for further research. To sum up, we can
assert that there are two main points of view on the nature of language
ability. The first one is that language ability is a genetically inherited
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formation ‘embedded’ in a person. The ‘embedded’ language material is
poor and incorrect at first. It is enriched and corrected when the person
develops, when the circle of communication expands, with age and
exercise. The second one is that language ability is a social by nature
formation that is formed under the influence of social factors, training,
education, practice, experience. Both approaches make sense.

The mechanism of the language ability functioning has not yet been
fully studied, but experts have already made a general idea about it.
Language abilities include any cognitive abilities that are responsible for
mastering the mechanisms of speech (such as grammar, vocabulary,
phonetics) and types of speech activity (reading, speaking, writing, and
listening). They are formed at the neurophysiological level in different
parts of the brains, forming a single psychophysiological complex.

Work on the development of language ability of students involves
the advancement of students from the stage of completing tasks to
analysis, differentiation, reflection, generalization, summarizing, and
classification of data (ready-made) language facts through the stage of
completing tasks to transform the language material.
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AHOTALIA

bobpoBHUK CBiTnaHa, Boiiko CeiTnaHa, BonkoBa OneHa. PoO3BUTOK MOBHOI
34i6HOCTI Ta MOB/IEHHEBOT Aif/IbHOCTI.

Y cmammi sucsimneHo ma npoaHanizoeaHo mMake [8uule, K Mo8HA 30ibHicmb
ma KOMIMOHEeHMU, SKi 8Mau8arome Ha MogHy 30ibHicms i MmosneHHesy OisnbHicmb. MosHa
30i6Hicmb po327180aembca y cmammi SK O0HO 3 8AM/IUBUX CK/AAO0BUX Y MPOYECI
MO8/1eHHA U 8UBYEHHSA iIHO3eMHOI Mosu. MoeneHHEBA DifnbHICMb Peani3yemMesca Ha OCHOBI
pO38UHYMOI MOBHOI 30i6HoCmi. ¥ cmammi npedcmassneHo onuc KOMIMOHEHMIB, fAKi
81/1UBAKOMb HA PO38UMOK MOB/AEHHEBOI DifANIbHOCMI Ma YUHHUKI (3a2anbHull iHMenekm,
nam'ame, s102ika, WeUoKicmo nepepobKu iHgpopmauii, cayx), AKi cnpustoms pPo3sUMKOB8I
MOBHOI 30i6HOCMIi Ma MOBHOI KOMIemeHMHOCMI, OXapaKmMepu308aHi OCHOBHI YUHHUKU
0o peanizayii moeneHHEsOI OdifnbHOCMI, onucaHi 3acobu pPo38UMKY MoBs1eHHEBOT
dianeHocmi ma Mo8HOI 30ibHOCMI, @ MAKOMC 3arpPOrNOHOBAHI 8rpPaAsU 0718 PO38UMKY
MOBHOI 30i6HOCMi Ma MoesieHHEBOI QifiIbHOCMI 8 HABYAHHI iIHO3eMHUX Mo8. BuseneHo
3micm, nosnoxceHHs MoBHOI 30i6Hocmi ma MoeneHHeBoI OisnbHoCcMi  AK  3acoby
hopMyB8aAHHA [HUWOMOBHOI KOMYHIKaMUBHOI KomrnemeHmHocmi. Memorwo cmammi €
0b6rpyHmy8aHHa 3Hauywocmi MosHoOi 30i6Hocmi, i KOMMoOHeHmi8 074 pPo38UMKY
Mo8sieHHEBOI  OifnbHocmi 0714  (hOPMYBAHHA  IHWOMOBHOI  KOMYHIKAMUBHOI
KomnemeHmHocmi. Y xo0i 00CniO#eHHAa 8UKOPUCMOBYEMbCA AHANI3 aAimepamypu o
memi 00CniOMeHHs, y3a2asbHEHHA rnedazoziYHo2o 0ocsidy, Memod 102iYHO20 aHAsi3Y,
emnipuyHUl Mmemood, uinecrnpAamosaHe CripuliHAMMA HABYA/bHO20 MPOUECY, a MAKOMC
mMemo0 criocmepexceHHs, Wo 00380s18€ 00cnioxysamu ye asuwe. Memood y3az2anbHeHHSA
He3anexHUxX Xxapakmepucmuk niosuuwye ob’ekmugsHicme 8ucHosKig. CymHicme memooy
3800UMbCA 00 06PO6KU iHGhopMayii 3 pi3HUX Oxcepen. TAKUM YUHOM, CYMHICMb Moss2aE 8
20PMOHIUHOMY OEOHAHHI OKAOEMIYHUX ma MPAKMUYHUX 3HOHb. Bug4YeHHA MOBHOI
30i6HocMi AK Asuwa, HeobxiOHO20 0419 hopMyBaAHHA MOBHOI ocobucmocmi, Mae senukxe
3HQYEHHA, OCKinbKU O00nomazae 2auboKo 3po3ymimu  (POPMYBAHHA MOB/IeHHEBUX
30i6Hocmell y4Hige, 0718 KpaAw,020 HABYAHHA U 30CB0EHHA HABYALHO20 Mamepiany,
CMUMYSIOE iHiyiamugy ma 3pOCMaHHA M8opPYUX Moxcausocmel. Lle cnpuae po3sumkosi
KOMYHIKamugHoi KomnemeHuil, aka byde nompibHa He auwe 8 malibymHili npogpeciliHili
disanbHocmi, a U 'y couianbHomy »ummi. OmpumMaHi pe3ynsmamu MOXyms MOCAYyHUmu
OCHOB0I 0711 M00AsIbUWO020 BUBYEHHS KOMIOHEHMI8 (hopMyB8aHHA MOBHUX 30i6Hocmeli
ma mMoes1eHHEBOI BifiIbHOCMI 8 HABYAILHOMY POUECI.

Knarouvosi cnosa: mMosHa 30ibHicmb, MOB/AEHHEBA OiffAbHICMb, PO3BUMOK,
hopmysaHHA, 00CNIOHEHHA, KOMMOHEHM, CKAAO08A, KOMMemeHyis, novyymms mMosu,
PO3YMIHHA.
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